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MACHO MEN HAVE MORE FUN 


Women are not excited by men who are skel- 
etons. They like men of form and substance. 
They like men who look good in their clothes 
and out, They like men who look like men. If 
you are one of those who knows this and 
have been trying in vain to do something 
about it, this is your lucky day. Your search 
is ended. Your body is about to embark ona 
trip to its ideal shape and form. ShapeUp is 
here to shape you up... and we mean it 
sincerely. You are about to gain weight .. . 
and not just flab, but the right amount in the 
right places. You'll see! 


SKINNY ISN’T ATTRACTIVE 


If you don't think so, just watch what turns 
women's heads on the beach. They get turned 
on by well-built guys. They're the ones with the 
prettiest girls. It's arare fellow who doesn't want 
to look good in his clothes and is happy with a 
skinny frame, who has not envied men who 
weighed a little more, had a better appetite and 
generally displayed a physical fitness that spoke 
of health and well-being. True, while doctors and 
nutrition specialists warn against being fat, very 
little is said about the equal or greater evils of 
being underweight. So there's more to it than 
cosmetic aspects. Skinny is not only unattrac- 
tive. It is also unhealthful. Gaining weight could 
mean gaining health for you. 


GAIN STAMINA AND SELF- 
CONFIDENCE TOO. 


Skinny men are not great lovers. That's a 
known fact. Add a few pounds and you'll be 
amazed how it will improve your love-life. 
Women know this and are conscious of the 
fact that skinny men can't go the distance. 
The race is to the strong, the saying goes. 
And the fellow who is handsomest doesn't 
look like a stand-in for the family skeleton. 
Many a man found that gaining a few more 
pounds has helped him overcome chronic 
illness, major or minor. Many a doctor has 
prescribed gaining weight. But so little is 
publicized about skinny men. The great 
amount of publicity given to coronary prob- 
lems has brought the bulk of weight atten- 
tion to those men who weigh too much. Men 
who weigh too little never really get equal 
time. But their problem is no less serious. 


FOR YEARS 
TOGAIN 


WEIGHT . 


lt wasn't easy until now! | 


That's what so many men are saying after using ShapeUp, the mar- 
velous, new compound, especially formulated by nutritionists, 
sports dietitians and biochemists for the sole purpose of helping 
men to more healthful, sturdier and better developed bodies. 


GAIN WEIGHT! GAIN WOMEN! 


If you think that's justa catchy slogan, we 
hope you will do yourself a favor. Count 
how many skinny men you see in movies, 
or on TV or anywhere ... with pretty wo- 
men. Notice whom they pick for clothing models. 
See the announcers, the M.C.'s, the newsmen. 
How many men in the public eye, in politics, in 
leadership roles in business are underweight? 
Not even astronauts are skinny guys. If you want 
to experience a change in your attitude, your 
business progress, your lifestyle, see what 5, 10, 
15 pounds can do for you. See how it adds to 
your personal esteem, your confidence and, 
best of all, your well-being. Your day will come 
. .. and thank your lucky stars, it's within sight 
with ShapeUp working for you. 


LOOK BETTER AND FEEL 
BETTER WHILE YOU GAIN 


In these times when women are free to express them- 
selves and pick and choose their men, you don't 
need a handicap . . . especially when it's so easy 
to put yourself in the forefront of competition. Why 
not look your best? And you will if you feel your best. 
And you'll feel your best when you gain the kind of 
nutrition that builds your body to its highest potential. 
Everyone knows that a healthy body brings a healthy 
mind and the kind of outlook that makes you want to 
kick up your heels . . . and go out and lick the world. 
Yes, with ShapeUp, you give yourself a super-lift of 
confidence, built into its wondrous formula, that's 
compounded to perk you up and give you a winning 
attitude 










STOP 
WASTING MONEY! 


Here’s a low-cost way! 


Some fellows, who've been trying hard to 
gain weight, resort to all sorts of methods to 
do so: professional exercise sessions, cost- 
ly nutritional regimens, large investments 
in health foods, time-consuming weight- 
building programs. Yet, here, at an extremely 
affordable price, you are offered a product 
so elementary, so easy-to-take, yet so effec- 
tive we offer it to you without any greater 
effort than filling out and mailing a coupon. 
You don't even have to go to a store for it. 
And unlike any other method, product, 
means or procedure, we GUARANTEE 
ShapeUp to the point of total freedom from 
risk of any kind. 


NO GAIN! NO PAY! WE 
ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE IT! 
Your money back without any strings what- 
soever. Try ShapeUp for 30 days. It does 
as we Say or you get a full refund. 
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COL. DeBEERS 

Can this man’s pro-apartheid views 
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Bill Apter and Eddie Ellner? 
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KERRY VON ERICH 

Von Erich talks candidly about his mo- 
torcycle accident, his rehabilitation, 
and the so-called “Von Erich jinx” 


32 NIKITA KOLOFF: “I CRY 
FOR MAGNUM T.A.!” 

The young Russian is touched by the 
courage of his former rival and risks 
the wrath of his family and country by 
pledging his support for the stricken 
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These four young, powerful, highly ca- 
pable men hold the very future of the 
sport in their hands. Are they strong 
enough to carry it? 


40 eau ORNDORFF: HE 
COULDN’T BE HULK HOGAN, SO HE 
MUST DESTROY HIM 

“Mr. Wonderful’s” jealousy over The 
Hulkster’s popularity and success 
drove him to the point where he had 
to try to eliminate him and his constant 
reminder of failure 


42 THE PRIVATE SIDE: 

THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL EXPRESS 
Wrestling 87 takes you along with two 
lucky young women who won the 
“Rock 'n’ Roll” dream date contest 
with Rick Morton and Robert Gibson 
in New York City 
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SHOW THE WORLD 


YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 
NOW AVAILABLE 


A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 


ILLUSTRATED 








THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED T-SHIRT 
A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
lilustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 





PWI T-SHIRT PW BUMPER STICKER 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CAP 
The perfect companion to the PWiI T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED “SKYFLYER” 
Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PWI “Skyflyer” 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 91% 


PWI CAP inches in diameter. Only $5.00 PWI BUTTON 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUMPER STICKER 
The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (3% inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 





THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUTTON 
Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW/ button is oblong in 
shape and measures 1% inches by 2% inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


SPECIAL BONUS OFFER: DELUXE SUPERFAN PACKAGE! 
ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 
PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 














PWI SKYFLYER BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! DELUXE PACKAGE 
ite SRA ae ee a A SL Se ee ee, ee ee SS ee ee oe ee 
Send To: MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 | 
[PRICE |QUANTITY | TOTAL| Tv'sporrs $ 

Box 48 

PWIT-SHIRT $7.00 ea. Rockville Centre, NY 11571 | 
(RCaY ESSAY Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. | 
NAME | 
ADDRESS APT | 
CITY STATE ZIP | 


Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. I 
funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 
Foreign orders please add $3.00. 








OPENING BELL 






HE SPORT OF WRESTLING has made me a very cynical man. I don’t 
trust anyone. 

I don’t trust The Road Warriors. Hawk and Animal may have won over the 
fans, but I know Robert Gibson and Rick Morton are constantly looking over 
their shoulders. I don’t trust Roddy Piper. Roddy has the WWF fans con- 
vinced, but how many of these fans are aware of his past history of turning 
from rulebreaker to fan favorite and back again? 

Everybody knows Nikita Koloff’s past history. He’s never tried to hide his 
dedication to his homeland, the Soviet Union, or to his uncle, Ivan Koloff. He 
lived the first 22 years of his life in the Soviet Union, forced to absorb Com- 
munist propaganda and an intense hatred of Americans. Before now, he nev- 
er showed any signs of questioning what he had been taught. As good a 
wrestler as he is, nobody ever called him an independent thinker. 

So when he came to the aid of Dusty Rhodes against Tully Blanchard and 
Ole Anderson, and later made the announcement that out of the respect he 
had acquired for Magnum T.A. through their gmeling summer war he would 
be taking the place of his former rival and wrestle in his name, the wrestling 
world was astonished. 

Most people believed him; I did not. 

My initial reaction was that this was a Soviet plot perfectly designed to de- 
ceive the American public in general, and the anti-Russian faction of the 
NWA in particular. Under ordinary circumstances, there is no way that any- 
one could have accepted Nikita tuming good. He could have rescued Dusty 
Rhodes 10 times and people would still have been skeptical. But these are 
not ordinary times in the World Championship area. Magnum T.A. was al- 
most killed in his automobile accident. In all likelihood, his career is over. 
His fans—and there are many—have sent countless cards and letters to Char- 
lotte Memonial Hospital. The night of the accident they held vigils outside the 
building. 

Niltta’s unusual pledge of allegiance to his swom enemy was believed, I 
thought, because Magnum’s fans were looking for something—anything—to 
relieve the emotions they were feeling. Distraught and confused as they 
were, they would follow anybody who was willing to accept the torch their 
hero had carried for them. Nikita Koloff stepped forward at a time when the 
fans were most susceptible. I could not come up with a good reason why the 
Russians would want Nikita to become a fan favorite, but I was convinced 
that it was a trick, a tasteless, ill-timed trick. 

Iam happy to say that my assumption was wrong. After speaking to Asso- 
ciate Editor Dave Rosenbaum, who wrote this issue's cover story (‘Nikita Ko- 
loff: I Cry For Magnum T.A.,” page 32), lam convinced of Nikita’s sincerity. 
“You need only listen to the tone of his voice to know,” Dave told me. ‘The 
man’s life was touched by Magnum T.A. The reality of the accident made 
him think of Magnum as a human being, rather than the faceless American 
enemy. He has come to realize that the war is between the governments of 
the two countnes, that if he were bom American he might be Magnum T.A. 
or if Magnum were bom Russian, he might be Nikita Koloff. They are very 
similar in many ways. And they will always have a special bond between 
them after the unbelievable amount of energy, both physical and emotional, 
they expended in the U.S. title series.” 

Nikita Koloff is indeed an independent thinker. lt takes a man of courage 
to say to Ivan Koloff and the Kremlin, “Iam doing what I believe in. Accept 
me for what Iam or leave me alone.” 

He knows that they will not leave him alone, that he is in for the fight of his 
life. But he also knows that Magnum T.A. has already fought for his life, and 
won. He is the true man of courage, and Nikita Koloff will forever be Eeies 
by him, just as the rest of us will. 


SS ems Sage 
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FEEDBACK 


Readers’ comments are invited. 
Send them to; Feedback: Wrestling 87, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 


ADVICE FOR THE AWA 

There is no clear-cut answer to the 
question of whether or not Stan Han- 
sen should have been stripped of his 
AWA World title, but here are my 
opinions of and advice on the afore- 
mentioned ruling and the AWA. 

Stripping Hansen of the World title 
was blatant irresponsibility on the 
part of Stanley Blackburn. The AWA 
has never been consistent with its 
rules. It needs to set guidelines and 
stick to them. A World title is too 
precious a possession to toy with. 

There should be a special stipula- 
tion in every contract noting the pun- 
ishment and actions. taken against 
any and all champions who fail to 
appear and defend their title(s) as 
agreed upon in the signed contract. 

If the AWA is to establish itself as 
a major force in the world of wres- 
tling, its views on disqualifications, 
countouts, and failure to appear at 
scheduled matches should be made 
public so all wrestlers will know 
what will happen if they fail to abide 
by the mies. 

The AWA needs to decide if tapes 
of controversial matches will have a 
bearing on the outcomes, winners, 
and/or title changes resulting from 


a 


aa ; : 
AWA fans are calling for a match between Stan Hansen and Nick Bockwinkel to clear up the 
controversy as to who is the rightful World titleholder. Reader Amanda Clapper recommends several 
revisions in the AWA bylaws that would prevent such problems in the future. 





THE VINCE McMAHON INTERVIEW SPARKS CONTROVERSY: 


Because of the large volume of mail received concem- 
ing “Interview 86: Vince McMahon” in the Winter 1986 
issue of Wrestling 86, we have dispensed with our usual 
“Feedback” format. The interview, conducted by Larry 
King for a cable TV program called “Home Team 
Sportsbeat,” was a subject of much controversy in wres- 
tling circles. The following are excerpts from some of the 
letters we received from readers. Our regular format, 
complete with the featured letter, will return in the Sum- 
mer 1987 issue. 


Tracy McCloud, Londonderry, OH: “As a fan of real 
professional wrestling, I found this article an insult and a 
waste of magazine space ... This Larry King who inter- 
viewed McMahon either doesn’t know the first thing 
about professional wrestling or McMahon was paying 
him to play stupid ... It’s interesting to note that McMa- 
hon never once mentioned that his takeover of World 
Championship Wrestling a few years ago was a failure, 
and that he sold it to Jim Crockett Promotions. Mr. Crock- 
ett has returned World Championship Wrestling to the 
top of the National Wrestling Alliance and all of profes- 
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sional wrestling ... Not bad for a ‘very regional promo- 
tion’ ... [As for] McMahon’s insistence that wrestling is 
an entertainment business and not a professional sport, 
then why doesn’t he drop the wrestling from WWF, call 
is the World Circus Federation, and stop embarrassing 
real pro wrestling?” 

Missy Morgan, Johnson City, TN: “Mr. McMahon 
proved by his own words that criticism of the WWF is 
right on target ... He has the unmitigated gall to refer to 
Ric Flair as a ‘regional’ champion who wrestles for a 
‘regional’ promotion. Ric Flair not only defends his titles 
around the world, but defends it night after night against 
all challengers (rather than once a week against carefully 
selected opponents) ... I’d be willing to bet my last 
dollar that Ric Flair would beat Hulk Hogan ... Equally 
shameful was McMahon's attempt to smear Bob Backlund 
by asserting that he had no charisma. What McMahon 
meant was that Backlund refused to make a jackass out of 
himself as a prerequisite for holding a job. McMahon's 
claim that the fans didn’t really want to see Backlund 
wrestle is so selfevidently preposterous that it defies 
comment.” 


FEEDBACK 


those matches. 

Consistency is the answer. Without 
it, there will be major confusion and 
unrest running rampant with no hope 
of restoring order. The AWA’s top 
talent will continue to migrate to oth- 
er territories where miles are more 
stable. 

AMANDA CLAPPER 
Everett, WA 


THE KING IS KING 

In the Winter 1986 issue of Wres- 
tling 86, you published a story on the 
“King of Wrestling,’ Jerry Lawler 
(“Hogan, Bundy, Savage, Rude, Bock- 
winkel ... What Do They Have In 
Common? Jerry Lawlers Beaten 
Them All!”). I must give this maga- 
zine credit where credit is due for 


publishing the truth as no other mag- 
azine has had the guts to do. 

I was never so pleased as when I 
went to the local magazine store and 
saw my favorite plastered over the 
pages of Wrestling 86. Heck, I was 
eager to pay the small sum of $2.75 
to finally get it home and read it. I’ve 
been an avid watcher of the Mid- 
Southem area for several years and 
let me tell all you people and all you 
disbelievers and all you damn critics 


Among the many great wrestlers whom Jerry Lawler has defeated Is Ric Flair, four time NWA World 
champion. Kent Davis of Harrodsburg, Kentucky, feels that Lawler is the rightful “King of 
Wrestling" and was pleased to see him featured In the Winter 1986 Issue. 


this: Jerry Lawler has fought his way 
to the top since the early '70s, and in 
that time he has defeated over 12 
former and present World champi- 
ons (from all areas), such as Nick 
Bockwinkel, Rick Martel, Stan Han- 
sen, The Crusher, Ric Flair, Jack 
Brisco, Dusty Rhodes, Harley Race, 





the Funks, Tommy Rich, Hulk Hogan, 
The Iron Sheik, Superstar Graham, 
and Rick Rude. Now if that ain't 
something, I don’t know what is. 
With all the countout and pin vic- 
tories he has over all the top dogs of 
today, it’s a wonder he hasn't cap- 
(Continued on page 56) 


WRESTLING 87 READERS LET THEIR OPINIONS BE KNOWN 


Cheryl Robertson, St. Ann, MO; “Bravo to Vince Mc- 
Mahon for telling the tth about Superfly Snuka. If any- 
thing, he was too kind, ‘Basket case’ isn’t really the word 
to describe him ... The best thing Verne Gagne can do 
for this man is to have a ring psychiatrist on call along 
with the ring doctor whenever Snuka wrestles ... Good 
going, Vince, the interview alone took guts. To tell the 
truth about a looney-tunes like Snuka took even more.” 

Paul Lindstrom, Rothschild, WI: “Vince McMahon 
comes off as a bald-faced liar in the interview ... For 
example, he claims that the WWF has only lost two 
individuals to the competition, Sgt. Slaughter and Jimmy 
Snuka. If that’s tue, my question for McMahon is: What 
about Wendi Richter, Missing Link, Matt Bore, Dick 
Murdoch, Barry Windham, Hillbilly Elmer, and David 
Shultz?” 

Bnan Goach, Cresson, PA: “The WWF's ‘sports enter- 
tainment’ approach may have brought in new fans who 
never liked wrestling before, but it doesn’t always go 
down well with me. The TNT show strikes me as particu- 
larly silly ... The WWF is fun to match, but sometimes I 
feel like I’m watching a circus instead of a wrestling 


show. I certainly would not call Hogan's schedule of 50 
title defenses a year a ‘very, very tough pace,” like Mc- 
Mahon called it.” 

Vanessa Kincaid, Shreveport, LA: “[McMahon] was ob- 
viously taking advantage of Larry King’s lack of knowl- 
edge about wrestling. It's no wonder he doesn't give 
interviews to wrestling magazines. The reporters would 
never let him get by with spewing this kind of garbage 
... How about that cute verbal shell game McMahon 
conducted about Jack Tunney, President, as opposed to 
Vince McMahon, President? He also claimed that his 
television programs were the second highest rated syndi- 
cated package next to Wheel of Fortune. I thought the 
UWF had the highest-rated syndicated sports program. 
Maybe he doesn’t consider his shows sports programs at 
all. How ironic that his programs are lumped into the 
same category as a rather mindless game show ... What 
surprised me is that McMahon didn’t seem to realize that 
knowledgeable wrestling fans might be listening. Does 
he really believe what he says? Or does he honestly 
believe us to be stupid? I know he’s been accused of 
that before, but I think this has to be the master stroke.” 
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BLUES FOR MISTY BLUE 

There is no such thing as overnight 
success. Even in the world of profes- 
sional wrestling. 

Just ask. Misty Blue Simmes. 

On the face of it, one would think 
that Misty Blue would be an automat- 
ic superstar. She has long been the 
IWF Women’s champion, and she 
recently was declared the U.S. Wom- 
en’s champion—the only woman 
champion recognized by the NWA. 
She is good-looking, and she has 
wrestling skill. Indeed, many long- 
time observers of Simmes say that 
she is developing into the female 
counterpart to The Rock ’n’ Roll Ex- 
press: Speed, action, and sharp aerial 
skills are the comerstones of her 
style. 

So why doesn’t her popularity ap- 
proach that of Rick Morton or Robert 





Misty Blue Simmes is angry over the unfair 
treatment she feels women’s wrestling is get- 
ting. Misty is confident that women’s wrestling 
will catch on if given the proper exposure. 
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NEWSLINE: 


Gibson? 

“T think the biggest problem right 
now,” Simmes admits, “is that pro- 
moters simply aren’t that willing to 
sign a women’s match. A lot of them 
feel that the heyday of women’s 
wrestling is over. Look, there’s more 
to women’s wrestling than Wendi 
Richter dancing in the ning with 
Cyndi Lauper. I’m a damn good ath- 
lete, and I think that when the fans 
see me in action, they'll appreciate 
me as more than just another pretty 
face.” 

Simmes recently completed a brief 
tour of the Florida area, but the plum 
that she’s looking for is a major tour 
of the World Championship area. 

“T know that if I get the national 
exposure on television, plus a 
chance to show fans what I can do in 
person, I can help bring women’s 
wrestling back to the popularity it 
enjoyed a few years back. I would 
have liked Starrcade ’87 to have in- 
cluded a match for the U.S. Women’s 
title. That would have served as a 
major boost for me and women’s 
wrestling in general.” 


HIGH SCHOOL PRO 

Legend has it that when he was 
only about 14 or 15, Terry Gordy lied 
about his age in order to obtain a 
professional wrestling license. 

That's legend. This is fact: 

Gene Wapiennik isn’t lying about 
his age. He’s 18 years old, still in 
high school, and is wrestling profes- 


sionally for the Mid-Continental 
Wrestling Federation, based in 
Pennsylvania. 


Wapiennik, who stands 64” and 
weighs 285 pounds, made his profes- 
sional debut last February under the 
name “Gene Anderson” because, as 
he explained in a recent Associated 
Press story, “nobody can spell my 
real name.” 

Wapiennik, who attends Belle Ver- 
non High School in Belle Vernon, 
Pennsylvania, quit the school’s foot- 
ball team last fall to begin training for 
his pro debut. 

“T've been lifting weights since I 
was 10 or 12,” he said. “I wrestled in 
junior high, but I got tumed away 
from it. Pro wrestling is totally differ- 
ent, you can do so much more. You 





Gene Wappiennik puts a headlock on T.C. Reyn- 
olds during a match in Butler, Pennsylvania. 
Wappiennik is the only professional wrestler on 
record still attending high school. 


can fight in the ring, and I really like 
to fight.” 

Thus far, the pro ranks have of- 
fered Wapiennik the opportunity to 
travel around the country. 

“T wrestled last summer in New 
York, Massachussetts, Maine, Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky, and Pennsylvania. 
Life on the road is rough, especially 
when you're still in high school and 
you’re away from your frends and 
family. But my mom and dad have 
been very supportive, they know 
what I want to do.” 

Wapiennik says that his friends 
have treated him the same since he’s 
turned pro, but that some people in 
his home town look at him a bit dif- 
ferently since some of his matches 
have been broadcast on a Pittsburgh 
television station. 

“T like being treated like a TV 


headed. 


KEVIN VON ERICH (Winter/83) 
KEVIN SULLIVAN (Spring/84) 


RICK MARTEL (Fall/84) 


RONNIE GARVIN (Spring/85) 
RANDY SAVAGE (Summer/85) 
RICK RUDE (Fall/85) 

HACKSAW DUGGAN (Winter/85) 
RIC FLAIR (Spring/86) 

STAN HANSEN (Summer/86) 
JERRY LAWLER (Fall/86) 
CHRIS ADAMS (Winter/86) 
ONE MAN GANG (Spring/87) 


star,” he said. ‘My buddies love it 
when I’m on TV, when the guils 
come up to me and ask me for an 
autograph. Here I am, still in high 
school, and I’m signing autographs 
for half an hour after a match. It’s a 
great feeling.” 


RANDOM NOTES 

We were sad to see that Capt. Lou 
Albano went out not with a bang, but 
with the proverbial whimper. In his 
last match as a manager, Albano 
guided The Machines to a loss 
against King Kong Bundy and Big 
John Studd .. . There has been spec- 
ulation among wrestling insiders that 
Fox Broadcasting, television’s so- 
called “fourth network,” has been 
planning to broadcast a wrestling 
show. A spokesman for Fox’s Vice 
President of Programming Garth 
Ancier, however, told us that Fox is 
“absolutely not” planning any wres- 
tling program for now or the near 
future ... Todd Champion and Dave 
Petersen recently captured the Cen- 
tral States tag team belts from 
Thunderfoot I & II... Did Larry 
Zbyszko pay Col. DeBeers to attack 


BILLY JACK HAYNES (Summer/84) 


ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER (Winter/84) 


NEWSLINE 


REPORT CARD TIME 


Fourteen wrestlers have been examined in ‘Scouting Reports’’ since our premier issue, Wrestling 83, in the 
winter of that year. Below is the complete list of wrestlers and the grades they received in each category. Some 
wrestlers have improved; some have gone the other way. Comparing the grades a wrestler received at the time 
with the grades he would earn if scouted today gives a good indication as to which direction his career is 
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Jimmy Snuka durng his recent 
match with “The Superfly”? That's 
the word on the AWA grapevine. 
Zbyszko, of course, is denying the 
charge, but DeBeers told us that 
“money isn’t a requirement for me to 
attack that sub-human.” Not a re- 
quirement, but an incentive perhaps? 
... Gen. Skandor Akbar is gloating 
about his control over the UWF title 
picture. As of press time, the Akbar- 
managed One Man Gang holds the 
UWF title (via a default decision 
when Terry Gordy couldn't wrestle 
due to an injury), and Akbar’s team 
of Leroy Brown and Scott Irwin 
holds the UWF tag team title, having 
recently defeated John Tatum and 
Jack Victory. UWF TV champion Sa- 
vannah Jack, formerly managed by 
Akbar, had better beware! ... It is 
interesting to note that in a recent 
match between Randy Savage and 
Jake Roberts, televised on NBC’s Sat- 
urday Night’s Main Event, Los Ange- 
les fans cheered for “The Macho 
Man” (or was it Elizabeth they were 
cheering?) ... Brian Adias is now 
firmly opposed to the Von Erichs. A 
recent incident demonstrated that 
















































there’s little hope of Bnan changing 
his mind about being friends with 
wrestling’s first family. Al Madril and 
Adias were doing an interview for 
television when Kerry Von Erich in- 
terrupted and said he had something 
to say to Brian. Madril attacked Ker- 
ry, and began beating him with his 
own crutch when Kevin Von Erich 
ran in to help and implored Brian to 
help Kerry. Madr grabbed Kevin, 
and after some hesitation, Brian hit 
him ... Wrestling has another new 
title: the Mid-Southem Super Heavy- 
weight title, restricted to competition 
among grapplers weighing in at 375 
pounds and up. The title, in fact, re- 
cently changed hands: Hillbilly 
Elmer won the championship from 
Goliath (who is managed by Uptown 
Bruno, a new manager in the Mem- 
phis area). 


THE LAST WORD 

Larry Zbyszko, in response to 
AWA announcer Larry Nelson's 
question “What's he saying?” regard- 
ing Ninja Go’s verbalizing during an 
interview: “He’s speaking Japanese, 
you idiot!” C 
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IN THIS CORNER 


By Peter King 


THE REAL BEAUTIFUL PEOPLE 
ARE THE ONES THAT ARE LEFT 


HE LAST TIME I had the privilege of wnting this 
column was exactly two years ago, for the Spring 
1985 issue. Oh my, how times have changed. 

That column of two years ago was entitled “It’s The ‘In’ 
Thing To Do,” and it concerned WWF wrestling in gen- 
eral, and Madison Square Garden in particular. If you 
have been a wrestling fan for more than two years, you 
can recall that strange period when WWF wrestling be- 
came the chic entertainment in New York City. WWF 
wrestling was featured live on MTV, and the Garden 
attracted crowds that included professional celebrities 
like Andy Warhol. 

Everything looked very rosy for WWF head Vince Mc- 
Mahon at that time. Crowds were huge, and tickets to a 
sold-out Garden wrestling show were scalped for as 
much as $100. The WWF owned New York City. It was 
the best of times for the WWF. But it also helped pave 
the way for the worst of times. 

It is now two years later. The WWF has continued its 
attempt to attract a larger audience with ludicrous skits 
on its TV shows like George Steele ordering food at a 
burger drive-in or The Machines trying to buy a small 
compact car. Also, the Chevy Truck commercial that 
features King Kong Bundy, John Studd, and Hillbilly Jim 
proves that the hatred between these men is not as 
strong as a paycheck from a major advertising agency. Is 
there any fan in the world who would want to see either 
Bundy or Studd wrestle Hillbilly Jim now? I don’t think so. 

A recent Madison Square Garden show reportedly 
drew only 9,000 fans, making it the worst-attended Gar- 
den show in 19 years. It doesn’t seem possible that it was 
only two years ago that the beautiful people were climb- 
ing over one another to try to get a ticket for the Garden. 
Perhaps they still are. But the real fans, tumed off by the 
buffoonery that has stigmatized the WWF, are apparently 
climbing over one another to stay away. 

What has happened here? The WWF has the finest 
roster of talent in the world. So why has its wrestling 
become so predictable and boring? I think the problem 
may be that it has too much talent. 

Very often, in other sports, an enterprising and ambi- 
tious owner will purchase the highest-priced talent avail- 
able. Rarely does this pay off in winning a world champi- 
onship. The New York Yankees have had the largest 
payroll of any team in baseball for years yet they haven't 
won a World Series in 10 years. Yankee owner George 
Steinbrenner can’t figure out what is wrong. Perhaps he 
and Vince McMahon are sharing the same problems. 

You see, sports fans are smart. The Yankees can claim 
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that they have signed the best baseball players in the 
world, and they may be right. But New York fans would 
rather watch the Mets, who have a smaller payroll but 
bigger results. Fans want to see hard-working winners, 
not high-paid whiners. 

The WWF also suffers from its delusions of grandeur. 
They are promoting matches throughout the country, and 
this makes for some very tired athletes. At the last Nassau 
Coliseum show, The British Bulldogs, normally the most 
exciting and explosive duo in wrestling, looked drawn 
and tired in their match. Fans were disgruntled by the 
Bulldogs’ lack of excitement, and I doubt many of them 
will pay to see them again. It is unfair to judge the 
Bulldogs from this one match, but it is also unfair to make 
them wrestle night after night after traveling thousands of 
miles. 

While the WWF seems to be losing popularity, other 
promotions, most notably the UWF and the NWA, seem 
to be growing. Both the UWF and the NWA stress hard- 
nosed wrestling without any frills. The WWF, trapped in 
its little world of marketing men, is convinced that wres- 
tling must be beefed up with entertainment. Despite 
proven results that wrestling fans don’t want to see things 
like Uncle Elmer’s wedding and Adnan Adonis’ “Flower 
Shop,” the WWF continues to feature silly comedy bits 
along with its wrestling. 

The last two years have been interesting for the WWF. 
It has continued to grow, but much of the money for its 
expansion has come from outside licensing sources, like 
toy manufacturers and videotape producers. 

Meanwhile, the heart of the WWF—its monthly Madi- 
son Square Garden show—is suffering greatly. After years 
of month after month sellouts, the Garden is sometimes 
now only half full. Perhaps the WWF has lost sight of its 
core business—arena shows. In trying to please the 
trendsetters, the marketing men, and Madison Avenue 
advertising executives, the WWF has tumed off the regu- 
lar wrestling fan. 

Two years ago, I ended my column with this warning 
to the WWF: “Wrestling belongs to the wrestling fans. It 
doesn't belong to the Andy Warhols of the world .. . The 
real trendsetters are you, the fans. You must be the ones 
the promoters and wrestlers please. And anyone who 
doesn’t realize this simple act of business will very soon 
be in very big trouble.” 

It may be two years later, but the warning remains the 
same, O 


Peter King is Wrestling 87’s Publisher. 
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MANAGER’S FORUM 


By Capt. Lou Albano 


CAPT. LOU ALBANGO: 
A NEW LIFE, A NEW FIGHT 


KNOW THE shock still hasn't 

wom off all you fans out there, 
but let me just say that the Captain 
has not lost his mind and has not 
made a big mistake, because I do 
not make mistakes anymore. I am 
ready to follow the course that my 
life must lead. 

I have retired from wrestling and 
leave behind as my legacy 16 WWF 
tag team championships and The _ 
British Bulldogs, the current champi- 
ons, a lasting tribute to the brilliance 
that I have conveyed to this great 
sport. I completed my career by 
joining with Davey Boy Smith and 
Dynamite Kid to defeat Beefcake, 
Valentine, and Johnny Valiant. As 
you all must know, I pinned Johnny 
V, a man who is as low as the low- 
est, slimiest worm on earth and has 
been for as long as I've known him. I am proud to say that 
I have contributed to his history of failure. 

A little more than one year ago when I was first given 
the honor of appearing in this space (‘Lou Albano: The 
Best Get Better, The Loud Get Louder,’ Winter 1985), I 
declared that I would develop champions into the next 
century. That I still intend to do, but in a much different 
way than people are accustomed to. As all of you should 
know by now, and those who don’t know obviously 
haven't been paying attention, I am national chairman of 
fundraising for the Multiple Sclerosis Foundation. It is in 
this capacity that I can best utilize my great knowledge 
and the relationship I have developed with people all 
over the world. Guiding tag teams to championships is a 
worthy way to spend one’s life, but it is nothing com- 
pared to the challenge of fighting this deadly disease, 
which has caused heartache and heartbreak to children 
and adults alike. In this way, I can have the most impact 
on mankind and do something that will do justice to the 
Captain you have come to know over the past 30 years 
and love over the past three. 

You can be assured, however, that I will never forget 
the millions of friends, fans, and wrestlers whom I have 
had the pleasure of knowing during my career in pro- 
fessional wrestling. My only regret is that I did not 
discover the night path until late in my career, but Iam 
thankful that I finally saw the light. Although I was 
always very successful during my career, this success 
was diminished by the way I achieved my goals. This is 
something that I hope I have made amends for. 
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16 WWF tag team championships, has retired as an 
active manager to devote more time to the Multiple 
Sclerosis Foundation and his acting career. 


I recently tied to speak with Ivan 
Koloff, a man who I managed to the 
WWF World championship over 
Bruno Sammartino, and it is unfortu- 
nate that he still does not see the 
error of his ways. After all that I did 
for Koloff, he is still as selfish a man 
as he was back in 1971. But I can 
not expect a man to change the 
way I have. As for Bruno Sammar- 

- tino, I now see that he was a great 

man, probably the greatest ever, 
and a great champion, a man who 
did justice to the sport. He de- 
serves your adulation and will al- 
ways have a fan in The Captain. 

' Davey Boy Smith and Dynamite 
to Kid are fine wrestlers, but I suspect 
that they will have trouble at first 
carrying on without the guidance of 
The Captain. Every tag team needs 
a brilliant mind behind it and I am sorry that I had to 
leave The Bnitish Bulldogs at the height of their careers. 
However, once they get over the initial loss, I’m sure 
they will call upon all I have taught them and they will 
remain successful. 

I believe that I have touched upon my movie and 
television career and now I would like to expound upon 
this extremely exciting venture. There is an excellent 
chance that I will be nominated for an Academy Award 
for best supporting actor in a comedy for my work in 
Wise Guys, and let me say in advance that this award 
would be very well deserved and a tibute to the good 
taste of the Academy. I have fielded offers from several 
TV shows and am preparing for many commercial deals. 

So, my millions of fans, you will not be deprived of the 
face that launched a thousand ships and you will contin- 
ue to hear me expound upon the many ideas that come 
into this mind and have so fascinated the multitudes fol- 
lowing in my path. A national treasure such as The 
Captain cannot and will not be hidden, just because I 
have retired from one phase of my multifaceted life. 

Now, because this might be the last time I appear in 
this space, I would once again like to thank the many 
people who have been a part of my career, especially 
the fans, the people who have given me the most plea- 
sure over the past three years. I thank you for your 
indulgence dunng the bad times and thank you for your 
incredible support. It is only because of your cheers that 
I have the courage to leave this great sport and begin a 
new part of my life. The Captain will never forget. (© 
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Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of INSIDE 
WRESTLING, ‘‘The magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.’’ Get all the information you need to keep up 
on the pro wrestling scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 


sellouts—order today! 





July 1974/Stories include: Garea, Zbys- 
zko, Heenan, Strongbow. 

August 1974/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Sheik, Albano, Ladd. 

September 1974/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Graham, Brooks, Bruiser. 
November 1974/Stories include: Gar- 
vins, Mascaras, Sammartino, Graham. 


June 1975/Stories include: Sammartino, 


Abdullah, LeDuc, Brisco. 

August 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Garea, Rhodes, Sammartino. 
September 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Funk, Valiants, Gagne. 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Lewin, Brazil. 

March 1976/Stories include: Ladd, 
Funk, Sheik, Robinson. 

April 1976/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Albano, Flair, Brisco, 


June 1976/Stories include: Sammartino, 


Bockwinkel, Flair, Mascaras. 

August 1976/Stories include: Funks, 
Mascaras, Sammartino, Putski. 
September 1976/Stories include: An- 
dre, Funk, Hansen, Mascaras. 


October 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 


tino, Race, Johnson, Jones. 
November 1976/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Wrestling Il, Funk, Sammartino. 
December 1976/Stories include: 
Stasiak, Rhodes, Bockwinkel, Orton. 


January 1977/Stories include: Sammar 
tino, Brisco, Funk, Gagne. 


August 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 


Graham, Mascaras, Lawler. 
September 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Mascaras, Brisco. 
October 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Mulligan. 
November 1977/Stories include: Gra- 
ham, Rhodes, Mascaras, Gagne. 


December 1977/Stories include: Andre, 


Mascaras, Johnson, Maivia. 

March 1978/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel. 
April 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Steamboat, Bruiser. 
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August 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Andre, Hansen. 


October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 


tino, Andre, Rhodes, McDaniel. 
November 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Backlund, Flair, Steamboat. 
December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Rhodes, Wrestling Il, Bravo, 
January 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund, 
February 1979/Stories include: Race, 
Sammartino, Steamboat, Ladd. 

April 1979/Stories include: Andre, Flair, 
Backlund, Jones, 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Heenan. 

June 1979/Storieés include: Rhodes, Su- 
perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund. 

July 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Ladd, Valiant, Brower. 

August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino. 

September 1979/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 
Garvin. 


November 1979/Stories include: Snuka, 


Heenan, Race, Backlund. 

February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Snuka, Santana, Albano. 

March 1980/Stories include: Flair, Rich, 
Funk, Duncum. 


April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 


Backlund, Mascaras. 

May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 

July 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Von 
Erich, Superstar, Blassie. 

August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling II, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 
November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 


February 1981/Stories include: Back- 
lund, DiBiase, Bravo, Anderson. 

April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammantino Jr., Race, McGraw. 

May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 

June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 

September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 

February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 

March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler. 

April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund, 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 

October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
February 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. 

July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

August 1983/Stories include; Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include; Wrestling 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
February 1984/Stories include: Abdul- 
lah, Sawyers, Valiant, Von Erich, 

March 1984/Stories include; Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich, 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling Il. 

August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 





September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik, 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors, 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich, 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 
October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R'n'R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 
March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors vs. Russians, Hillbil- 
ly Jim, Rude, Lawler. 

April 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 

May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 

June 1986/Stories include: British Bull- 
dogs, Windham-Ric Flair, Lance Von 
Erich, Blanchard. 

July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include: Hogan at 
WrestleMania 2. Garvins, Martel, Fab 
Ones, Williams. 

September 1986/Stories include: 
Rhodes & T.A., Andre, Adams, Hall, 
Windham, Journey vs. Maxine. 
October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 
November 1986/Stories include: War- 
riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor 

















Do Not Order Any Issue Not Listed. Do Not Send Coins. 
Do Not Use Old Order Forms. 


— 


mam BACK ISSUES OF mm 





\ 


Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
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June 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- 
raco, Funk, Lawler. 

August 1975/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. 
December 1975/Stories include; Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, McDaniel, Blackjacks. 
January 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Putski, Wrestling II, Rhodes. 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Sammartino, Rhodes, Valentine. 

July 1976/Stories include: Andre, Wres- 
tling Il, Inoki, Von Erich. 

November 1976/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk. 

January 1977/Stories include: Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling II, Mascaras. 

February 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke. 
April 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel. 

May 1977/Stories include; Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. 

June 1977/Stories include: Patera, 
Putski, Hernandez, McDaniel. 

July 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras. 

October 1977/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Sammartino, Flair, Snuka. 

November 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka. 
September 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras. 
October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race. 
November 1978/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre, Ladd, Graham. 

December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 
Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard. 

February 1979/Stories include: Ladd, 
Flair, Idol, Heenan. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Brody, Valiants, Race. 

July 1979/Stories include: Wrestling Il, 
Backlund, Sammartino, Andre. 
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August 1979/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Patera, Stevens, Superstar. 
September 1979/Stories include: Su- 
perstar Gramham, Cyclone Negro, Greg 
Gagne, Mil Mascaras. 

October 1979/Stories include: Flair, Val- 
entine, Santana, Muraco. 

December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 
Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras. 

January 1980/Stories include: Race, 
Backlund, Snuka, Brisco. 

February 1980/Stories include: Andre, 
Flair, DiBiase, Superstar. 

March 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre. 

April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Di- 
Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling II. 

May 1980/Stories include; Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 

June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 

August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano, 
September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling II, Morales. 
November 1980/Stories include: Rich, 
Hogan, Snuka, Super Destroyers. 
January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Siories include: Zbys- 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling Il. 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling Il. 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 

June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Piper, Rich, Martel. 

July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 


December 1981/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Steele, Race, Hogan, 





January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 
March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 
April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana. 
May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 
June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 
July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 
Flair, Steamboat. 
August 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 
November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 
December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog, 
January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 
March 1983/Stories include: Piper, 
Reed, Valiant, Roberts. 
April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy, 
May 1983/Stories include; Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff, 
June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 
July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 
August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 


; gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 


October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko, 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include; Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog, 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 
September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 


October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 











November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff, 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter. 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 
April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 
June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 
July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 
August 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 
SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 
September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 
November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! 
10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 
Sammartino. 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorff, Flair, Hansen. : 
March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 
April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 


November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 


December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita, 


January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
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CROSSFIRE 


COL. DeBEERS 


Almost everyone in the sport of wrestling has deep respect for Senior Editor Bill Apter. 
Associate Editor Eddie Ellner is an exception. He doesn’t care for Apter 

or his views on professional wrestling. Each issue, these two editors will grill a wrestler 
about hot issues in his career, catching the grappler in the CROSSFIRE! 


COL. DeBEERS: Before we begin 
this nonsense, I would like to make 
an announcement, (Pause.) 

BILL APTER: Well, c'mon, Colonel. 
We don't have all day. 

CD: I refuse to answer any ques- 
tions concerning apartheid. I am 
here strictly to speak about my ca- 
reer as a professional wrestler. Un- 
derstand, mates? 

EDDIE ELLNER: I wonder if that is 
possible, Colonel? How can you sep- 
arate your ring activity from your per- 
sonal ideology? It appears to many 
people—myself included—that it is 
your hostility against the black man 
that has propelled you to such stir- 
ring successes in the ning. 

CD: To a certain extent it has. This 
is true. But I refuse to give the 
growing black behemoth any more 
press. The more I talk about them, 
the more stirred up they get. 

BA: You speak as if blacks are some 
kind of animal. 

CD: I walk through the jungle 
afraid of man nor beast. Or the Ne- 
gro, who falls somewhere in he- 
tween. Ha! Ha! Ha! 

BA: What's so funny? 

CD: I’m thinking of the pet nick- 
names father used to have for the 
Negro house slaves. My favorite 
was Chocolate Wonders. Ha, aha 
aha, ha. 

EE: You better be careful a couple 
of “Chocolate Wonders” don’t play 
“We Shall Overcome” on your head 
someday. 

CD: I walk through the jungle 
afraid of man nor beast nor Negro, 
who falls in between. 

BA: As Senior Editor of this maga- 
zine, I no longer feel comfortable 
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The unedited transcript follows 


Col. DeBeers is quite happy with his hateful, 
bigoted point of view. His U.S. mission is to 
spread the concept of apartheid. 


about providing this evil man a foram 


to expound his poisonous views. I 
hereby conclude this interview. 

EE: No, no, no, Bill. Regardless of 
how personally offensive you find the 
Colonel, the whole point—to this 
publication and this country—is to al- 
low for opposing viewpoints. Imag- 
ine, if arbitrarily all short, bald-head- 
ed nitwits were censored. What 
would you... 

BA: Okay, okay I get your point. Let 
the bigot talk. 

CD: I am not a bigot, mate. It’s a 
proven fact that black people are a 
genetically inferior race. They prey 
off the accomplishments of white 
people, become frustrated, and then 
resort to primitive violence. The 





same is true of Hispanics and Poly- 
nesians, like Jimmy Snuka. 
EE: You're nght. You're not a bigot. 
You're more like something that 
crawled out from a crack in hell. 
BA: How can you justify the blind- 
sided attack you performed on 
Snuka? Is that the action of a “geneti- 
cally superior” man? 
CD: Damn right, mate. You must 
pick these animals off one by one. 
Or else they multiply like rabbits 
and roam in killing squads. To 
them, life is cheap and human life 
cheaper. These people have been 
known to eat their young when 
hungry. 
BA: How can you people sit in your 
big, comfortable homes and allow 
these people to starve to death in 
South Africa? 
CD: Hey, mate. Don’t talk to me 
*bout that rot. While we sit here eat- 
ing Fig Newtons in this big fancy 
office, you got thousands of your be- 
loved minorities starving to death 
right down the bleedin’ block. What 
do you say to that, Mr. Bleedin’ 
Heart? 
EE: How come you call Jimmy Snuka 
black? 
CD: Because the term black encom- 
passes all that is not pure. 
EE: And prejudiced? 
BA: Maybe we should talk about 
wrestling. This is obviously getting us 
nowhere. What brought you to the 
AWA, DeBeers? 
CD: It’s a clean federation. They 
have no black players. 
BA: One might assume you're 
scared of black “players,” as you 
called them. I would think that with 
(Continued on page 58) 








““Of course blacks and whites 
_ should live separately in 
society. That’s the natural _ 
order of things. That’s the way 
most blacks and whites want to 
live their lives anyway.”’ 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action 
and excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memora- 
ble matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

@Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

@Ric Flair’s victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

® Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at “Starrcade ’83” 

@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

@ Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman's 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV 
video hit “Willie And The Hand Jive” 

@A\l this, and much, much more. 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


—---—-—-------------4 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


TV SPORTS | 
BOX 48 LORDS OF THE RING 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! 

Please check which format you want: 0 VHS 0 Beta 


Please rush me _____ copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose 
$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) for each 
tape | am ordering. 
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Address: == ee ee | 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash”—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
tling excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. : 


The Card At ‘‘The Great American Bash”: 

®@ Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for. the NWA World title 
@The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 
Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

@ Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

@Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 

@Ole & Am Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

®@ Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

@Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


TV SPORTS 
RINGMASTERS 


BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! 


Please check which format you want: 0 VHS UO Beta 


Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & 
handling) for each tape | am ordering. 

Name 

Address 
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Please rush me ...... copies of Ringmasters: The Great American 
| 
| 
| 
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ays ee 


1 a ea ee as el 


For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
U.S. funds only. Please allow 34 weeks for delivery. 








SCOUTING REPORT 


Avid wrestling fans, like the wrestlers themselves, keep close tabs on the 
career progress of their favorite stars. The editors of Wrestling 87 invite 
you to clip this page, save it, and compare this issue’s ‘‘Scouting Report’’ 
with those of future featured wrestlers 


ONE MAN GANG 


SPEED: While one would expect the 468-pounder to be virtually immo- 
bile, that is not the case. It would, however, defy the laws of physics to 
expect a man of his mass to move with much speed. On the other hand, 
the UWF is not blessed with particularly fast singles wrestlers, so OMG is 
not at as much of a disadvantage as he was in the World Class, a region 
loaded with lighting quick men. One Man Gang isn't fast, D 
but he can move. That alone is an achievement. 


STRENGTH: Keep him in the ring for more than 10 minutes and you 
can sap One Man Gang of his strength. But in those first 10 minutes of a 
match, One Man Gang can overpower nearly any man in the sport. His 
enormous size is one reason. One Man Gang is impossible to move. And 
his outstanding bearhug is one of the most lethal weapons in wrestling 
and a testament to his great strength. He can virtually B 
squeeze the life out of an opponent’s body. + 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Here's where some pretty embar- 
rassing comparisons start. Abdullah the Butcher scored a C+ in this 
category, the worst ever. Now One Man Gang has that distinction. He's 
virtually void of any scientific skills whatsoever, relying purely on his 
brawling ability. Despite his size, One Man Gang is easy prey for a top 
scientific wrestler such as Terry Taylor and often looks bewildered in the 
ring. One Man Gang would serve himself well to learn a few moves to go 


with his great size. Crusher Yurkof did it. Now that One Man D 
Gang is UWF champion, he'll have to expand his repertoire. 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: Pathetic. Apparently does pushups in a 
trough. Rarely, if ever, spends time in the training room and while there 
have to be muscles under the layers of fat, they aren't visible. One Man 
Gang tires easily and often seems to be gasping for air in the ring. Once 
off his feet late in a match, OMG has a great deal of trouble getting back 
up. Abdullah the Butcher, certainly one of the most disgusting 
physical specimens in the world, scored a D. Move aside, F 
Abby. 


RING INTELLIGENCE: Give One Man Gang some credit. He 
knows how to use his size. He also uses his background to best advan- 
tage. OMG was raised on Halstead Street in Chicago and has the hard- 
ened roughness of street gangs. Book smart he's not. But he’s a very 
dangerous man in the ring. He never backs down from a fight, but also 
knows when to take it easy in a match and measure an opponent. Get 
into a brawl with OMG and you're in trouble. When it comes down to 
slugging it out and getting down and dirty, OMG is second to none. He's 
not afraid of blood and won't be short of hurting an B 
opponent. In wrestling, that’s a pretty important factor. 


OVERALL GRADE: Okay. You say that One Man Gang is UWF 
champion and there must have been something that got him there. He 
must have some super strong point, he has to be a good wrestler, or else 
he wouldn't be at the top of one of the world’s top federations. Sorry, 
folks. OMG won the UWF title as the result of a forfeit. Former champion 
Terry Gordy couldn't wrestle because of an injury and the belt was given 
to OMG. It almost reminds one of the Nick Bockwinkel case in the AWA. 
But Bockwinkel has proven himself in the past. One Man Gang is lucky to 
be champion. He just happened to be in the right place at the right time. 
Once he loses the belt, and it should be pretty soon, he'll probably never 
see it again. OMG is in dire need of a complete overhaul. His overall 
grade is the worst in the history of “Scouting Report.” 

Abdullah The Butcher and his C+ are no longer at the bottom. 
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HEAD TO HEAD 


THE BRITISH 
BULLDOGS 


VS. 





THE ROAD 
WARRIORS 





In many ways, wrestling fans are deprived like no other 
sports fans. In 1986, baseball fans dreamt of a matchup 
between two powerhouses, the New York Mets and the 
Boston Red Sox. They got what they asked for. In boxing, 
chances of a Marvin Hagler-Sugar Ray Leonard match 
moved from faint hope to reality. And for two consecutive 
years in professional hockey, the New York Islanders met 
the Edmonton Oilers in the Stanley Cup finals. 

But despite their hopes, wrestling fans know that they'll 
probably never see a match between the two greatest 
singles wrestlers in the world, Hulk Hogan and Ric Flair, 
and that the chances of a match between the two great- 
est tag teams in the world are even more remote. The 
odds of The British Bulldogs, WWF World tag team 
champs, ever meeting The Road Warriors, number two 
contenders to the NWA World tag titles and three-time 
winners of the “Tag Team of the Year” award, are ex- 
tremely long. 

And unless the Warmiors jump to the WWF or the 
Bulldogs jump to the World Championship area, it's just 
never going to happen. 

Yet, the mere mention of a matchup between these 
two great teams is enough to ignite some pretty heated 
discussion among wrestling fans. The Road Warmiors, An- 
imal and Hawk, are 567-pounds of pure muscle and pow- 
er, a team with temendous courage and aggressiveness. 
The Bntish Bulldogs, Davey Boy Smith and Dynamite Kid, 
are only 461 pounds, but they are smarter and more agile 
than any other tag team in wrestling, and have unsur- 
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passed aenal maneuvers and finely tuned bodies. Four 
outstanding wrestlers and not an ounce of fat among 
them. 

The British Bulldogs and The Road Warnors have nev- 
er crossed paths. Even though they both wrestle in Japan 
on occasion, politics has gotten in the way of them ever 
getting together. That's the closest they've come. The 
Bulldogs have spent the bulk of their careers in Europe, 
Canada, and the WWF. The Road Wamiors have toiled 
exclusively in the AWA and NWA. One could only hope 
that some promoter, somewhere, will figure out a way to 
get these two teams together. 

Although The Road Warriors are much larger, both 
teams are equally dedicated to training. Animal and 
Hawk, however, don’t have the technical and scientific 
knowledge of the Bulldogs, relying much more on power 
and heart. 

The Bulldogs, almost like basketball players, perform 
far above the ring mat. They spend much of their time on 
the ropes and flying through the air. Davey Boy Smith 
and Dynamite Kid have turned wrestling into an aenal 
show, 

Yet, when it comes to overall ability, both teams rate 
close to a perfect 10. Because of this, people are always 
arguing over which team is better. And because this 
argument can never be settled, it becomes even more 
intriguing. It certainly did interest our four panelists, who 
were more than willing to analyze this match and discuss 
a possible outcome. 








HEAD TO HEAD 


CAPT. LOU ALBANO 

I would like to say right off the bat that al- 
though The British Bulldogs won the World 
championship under my management, I will do 
my best to retain my usual objectivity. 

I think the first factor you have to deal with is 
whether we're talking about The Bnitish Bull- 
dogs with The Captain or without The Captain. 
To defeat a team with the physical superiority 
of The Road Wamiors, the Bulldogs would have 
to create a perfect game plan and stick to it. 

They would have to control the pace, constantly keeping Hawk and 
Animal off-balance. On their own, as they are now, Davey Boy and 
Dynamite, with all due respect, would be considerable underdogs. 
However, for a match of this magnitude, perhaps The Captain could be 
convinced to come out of retirement briefly. 

From what I have seen, The Road Warriors are a very powerful, a 
very determined team. They have great courage, and that is extremely 
important in the sport of professional wrestling. Without courage, you 
get nowhere. Animal and Hawk are in incredible shape, just like I was 
in my younger days, and have great dedication. That's very important, 

They also have a manager, Paul Ellering, and I'm one person who 
believes in the value of a manager. People tell me that Ellering is a 
very intelligent person, and he would have to be to devise a plan that 
would overcome the Bulldogs’ superiority in ring intelligence and 
skills. 

The challenge of this match, in particular the challenge of matching 
wits with Ellering, would probably be enough to bring me back. 
Therefore, I predict a victory for my Bulldogs. 

Lou Albano, former manager of The British Bulldogs, recently retired 
from wrestling to pursue other interests, He is a three-time ‘(Manager 
of the Year.” 


YUSUKE YAMAGUCHI 

In my duties as wrestling photographer and 

= journalist, | have had many opportunities to 
view The Road Warriors and The British Bull- 
dogs, both in the United States and Japan. 

The way I see such a match, The British 
Bulldogs would keep Animal and Hawk on 
their toes with their varied array of aerial ma- 
neuvers and, if the match came down to a 
battle of wits, would have no trouble winning. 

: Davey Boy Smith and Dynamite Kid seem to 
have an unlimited array of maneuvers and can certainly outsmart The 
Roadies. 

However, realize that Animal and Hawk are not stupid individuals. Ih 
fact, they are very smart and are guided by perhaps the most intelli- 
gent men in all of wrestling, Paul Ellering. Animal and Hawk know how 
to use the ring to their advantage and can certainly keep an opponent 
on his toes. Also, they are so physically imposing in the ring, they can 
intimidate almost any opponent. 

Look at The Road Warmiors. They have incredible definition to their 
bodies and are dedicated weightlifters. I don’t think there is a man in 
the world that can match up to either of them. But wrestling is not all 
power and strength. It’s skill. In basketball, the tallest man doesn't 
always win. The race isn't always won by the swiftest. Sometimes it's to 
the craftiest. 

For this reason, I think that The British Bulldogs and Road Wanjors 
could wrestle for hours without reaching a definite outcome. There's 
no way that you can say what would happen if you matched up raw 
skill against raw power. 

Yusuke Yamaguchi is an international wrestling correspondent and 
photographer whose work regularly appears in our family of maga- 
zines. He also regularly spars with many professional wrestlers. 





JIM CORNETTE 

Let me tell you something about The Road 
Wamiors and listen up. Animal and Hawk 
might look tough, but the truth is they're a pair 
of crybabies. Look at Hawk. What happened, 
Hawke? You get a little bruisie on your leggie? 
Well, that's what happens in professional wres- 
tling, it’s just not as easy as it looks, And Paul 
Ellering, the man who was supposed to guide 
the Warriors to the NWA World tag team 
championship. They call him a genius, but the 

man has nothing to show for it. Some genius! 

Now The British Bulldogs are a totally different story. I must admit 
that I use films of the Bulldogs to help tain Beautiful Bobby and 
Loverboy Dennis. They're very skilled acrobatically and scientifically, 
and they're obviously very fine-tuned. But there’s one problem. They're 
wimps. Davey Boy Smith and Dynamite Kid couldn't slug it out for one 
minute with my men. 

So what we have here is a battle of cowards against wimps. In all 
likelihood, this is what would happen: The Bulldogs would walk into 
the ring, see these two big Road Warmiors, and start shaking in their 
boots. Then they'd realize that Animal and Hawk are nothing to be 
afraid of and start flying around the ring like two wild monkeys. 

At this point, Ellering would realize that things aren't going right and 
he'd do something to interfere. That's what he usually does, isn't it? 
Chances are he'd jump into the ring and the Warziors would tiple 
team the Bulldogs or else he'd give Animal and Hawk a foreign object. 
Typical Ellering cheating. Because they're so underhanded, The Road 
Warriors would win the match but lose everyone's respect. 

Jim Cornette is the manager of The Midnight Express and was the 
subject of a ‘‘Head to Head” against Baby Doll in the Fall 1986 issue 
of Wrestling 86. 


BARRY WINDHAM 
I think I should say right up front that my 
| former partner, Mike Rotundo, and I wrestled 
The Road Wamors in Florida, but I never had 
| the chance to wrestle The British Bulldogs dur- 
ing my stay in the WWF. However, I have seen 
quite a bit of both teams and will try to draw 
off of my experiences. 
Animal and Hawk gave us a lot of trouble. 
They're very big, much bigger than either me 
or Mike, and know how to use their power. 
From what I've seen, they're a lot better now than they were back then 
because they've expanded their repertoire. 

The British Bulldogs are cut from a different mold, but they're also 
exteremely impressive. I mean, they put on an aerial show that simply 
leaves you in awe. Once they get into a groove, they're almost unstop- 
pable. Their teamwork is also amazing, much better than the Warmiors’. 
They know each other's strengths and weaknesses. I'd say that they 
have a pretty solid hold on the WWF tag team title. 

Put these two teams in the ring and almost anything can happen. 
They've just got totally different styles and that's where the problem 
comes in when trying to predict a winner. Who knows what happens 
when you pit strength against grace? You know what they say, a good 
power pitcher will always beat a good offspeed hitter and vice versa. 
That's what we're dealing with here. 

Just to take a quess, I’d say that the Wammors would overpower the 
Bulldogs before Davey Boy and Dynamite Kid had a chance to get 
things going. Animal and Hawk act fast, and believe it or not, this could 
be a very fast match. 

Barry Windham is a former two-time holder of the WWF World tag 
feam title with Mike Rotundo. As of press time, he was planning to 
move from Florida to the World Championship area. 
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Dusty Woods Entertainment presents 
International Wrestling Series On Video 


EXOTIC WORLD PRO WRESTLING 


Thrill To The Exciting 
Combination of Wrestling 
Skills From The USA 


And Japan. 














The Line-Up 
~s,,ncludes: 


\., *Jimmy Snuka 
¥ 4) & Don Caras vs. 
Tatsumi Fujinami & 

Kengo Kimura 

x Antonio Inoki vs. Dick 
Murdoch 

* The Jackel & Chris Adams 
vs. Fujinami & Kimura 

* Tony St. Clair vs. Kenji Mutoh 
PLUS 

* The Samoan, Hacksaw Jim 
Duggan, Seiji Sakaguchi, Riki 
Chochu, Kerry Brown, Conga The 
Barbarian, AND MORE! 
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Jimmy Souka 


Grueling, 


Bloody Battles! 
NEVER BEFORE SEEN 
IN THIS COUNTRY! 







SUPERIOR 
VIDEO 
QUALITY! 


Antonio inoki 


eg Only $39.95 


4 
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90 minutes 


PW. 


Dick Murdoch 


vs. 
Antonio Inoki 


























For Fast Credit Card Orders, Call (215) 537-4544 


Yes, send me CL] copies of World Pro Wrestling, Volume |. Send to: Dusty Woods Entertainment f 
01 enclose $39.95 plus $3.50 shipping & handling charges 6003 Castor Ave. Dept._8 =f 
each. DO VHS 0 Beta Philadelphia, PA 19149 
O Charge ittomy OVISA OC Mastercard | 
| Name: 

Card No. : “ 

Address: 
Expiration 

City: — a ee SAS AIC’ Zip: 
Signature | 





SCOREBOARD 


WWF TAG TEAM BATTLE ROYAL 


Tag team battle royals were the or- 
der of the day in the WWF in late 
summer and early autumn. New 
York’s Madison Square Garden was 
no exception. The Garden, remark- 
ably, was only about half-full, but the 
fans who did show up had tremen- 
dous enthusiasm for the main event. 

According to tag team battle royal 
rules, if one team member is thrown 
out of the ring, the other team mem- 
ber -is automatically eliminated from 
the match. The final team in the ring 
in this case would receive $50,000. 

This particular match involved 12 
teams: The Moondogs, The Machines, 
The Islanders, King Kong Bundy and 
John Studd, The Bnitish Bulldogs, The 
Indians, Raymond and Jacques 
Rougeau, Iron Sheik and Nikolai Vol- 
koff, Greg Valentine and Brutus Beef- 
cake, Mike Rotundo and S.D. Jones, 
The Killer Bees, and Brett Hart and Jim 
Neidhart. 

With 24 men in the ning, all kinds of 
interesting confrontations developed. 

At one point, Raymond and Jacques 
Rougeau managed to lift 468-pound 
King Kong Bundy off the mat and 
nearly throw him over the top rope. 
Bundy was holding on to the top rope 
in desperation and was on his way out 
when John Studd came to the rescue 
and pulled his partner back into the 
ring. 

It seemed as if Bundy was every- 
one’s target: At another point, The Is- 
landers and the Rougeaus ganged up 
on Bundy, but the Atlantic City giant 
managed to shift his weight and keep 
himself in the ring, and his team in the 
match. 

In the end, it was The Islanders left 
in the nng with Studd and Bundy. 
Tama (The Tonga Kid) was being 
pummeled by Bundy in one comer, 
as Haku (King Tonga) was struggling 
with Studd in another comer. 

Bundy moved to whip Tama into 
the opposite comer, but Tama re- 
versed the whip, sending Bundy 
crashing into Studd, and the two gi- 
ants over the top rope and to the are- 
na floor. 

The Islanders drank in the cheers of 
the fans in the Garden and were pre- 
sented with their check. 


Big John Studd comes to King Kong Bundy’s rescue 


An angered King Kong clubs Tama (The Tonga Kid) 
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SCOREBOARD 


THE KANSAS JAYHAWKS vs. IVAN KOLOFF & KRUSHER KHRUSHCHEV 


The Philadelphia Civic Center was 
the location for the first-ever meeting 
between The Kansas Jayhawks— 
Dutch Mantel and Bobby Jaggers— 
and the Russian team of Ivan Koloff 
and Krusher Khrushchev. 

The match was a revelation for 
Philadelphia fans, who were im- 
pressed by the skills of Mantel and 
Jaggers. It was a revelation for Koloff 
and Khnishchev, who found out that 
the Jayhawks are not a team to be 
underestimated. And it was a revela- 
tion for the Jayhawks, who discov- 
ered that the competition in the 
World Championship area is every 
bit as tough as people say it is. 

The bout degenerated quickly into 
a brawl, with the fans picking up the 


Khrushchev turns some heads 


RON BASS vs. BARRY WINDHAM 
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Ron Bass slices Barry Windham’s forehead 


chant of “Jay-hawks! Jay-hawks!” to 
spur their team on. Both teams bat- 
tled to the limits of their abilities and, 
in the space of what seemed only a 
minute or two, the 20-minute time- 
limit expired. 

While the battle seemed to many 
like a one-shot deal; neither team 
could imagine how history would re- 
peat itself. In a matter of only six 
short weeks, this war would occur 
once again as these teams would 
square off in the final round of a tour- 
nament in Atlanta to determine new 
U.S. tag team champions. That match, 
however, would not result in a draw. 
And now the Jayhawks are looking 
to capture the U.S. belts from the 
Russians. 


Imagine the depths of personal ha- 
tred sinking so deep that two combat- 
ants have to be placed in a ring sur- 
rounded by barbed wire! Such was 
the case recently in the St. Lucie Civic 
Center in Ft. Pierce, Florida, as Barry 
Windham went up against Ron Bass. 

Barbed wire. More savage than a 
cage match, more brutal than a strap 
match, more dangerous than a lum- 
berjack match. Thousands of sharp 
prickles of steel surround the ring, 
waiting to nip and tatter the flesh of a 
man unfortunate enough to brush 
against the wires. 

Forget match strategy. None exists 
in such a match. The only strategy 
one can bring to the ning is a dire 
wish not to have one’s eyes gouged 
out by wire spikes, a determination 
not to see one’s own skin sliced to 
crimson ribbons. 

And for the fans: the horror of see- 
ing pure and total fear reflected in 
the faces of the two wrestlers in- 
volved in the bout. 

In the end, it was a bloody Barry 
Windham who delivered a lariat to a 
bloody Ron Bass. The force of the 
blow sent blood spatters flying 
across the ring, and Windham 
scored the pinfall. But the tme victor 
in the bout—tragically—was the 
barbed wire mesh. 








SCOREBOARD 


THE FANTASTICS vs. BUDDY ROBERTS & MICHAEL HAYES 


Tommy Rogers and Bobby Fulton dazzle Buddy Roberts 


This match at the Sam Houston 
Coliseum in Houston between two of 
The Fabulous: Freebirds and The 
Fantastics was cnuicial as both teams 


are vying for position in the UWF tag 


team rankings. 

Bobby Fulton and Tommy Rogers’ 
aenal skills and precision teamwork 
pleased the fans and dazzled the 
‘Birds through much of the match. At 


one point, Fulton threw Roberts into 
one comer, flew at him with what 
seemed like a flying dropkick, then 
caught the Freebird in a 
headscissors, shifted his weight in 
midair, and brought Roberts down to 
the mat in one sweeping motion. 

Hayes, who acts as a commentator 
for UWF television broadcasts, sel- 
dom has anything nice to say about 
The Fantastics—and certainly will 
have less positive things to say fol- 
lowing this bout. Hayes was the vic- 
tim of very efficient teamwork, at one 
point on the receiving end of a 
monkeyflip, bodypress, clothesline 
combination that nearly knocked him 
out. 

Perhaps it was the frustration of not 
being able to gain a significant ad- 
vantage; perhaps it was simply fa- 
tigue. In any event, the ‘Birds lost all 
control and attempted to injure The 
Fantastics by double-teaming them 
outside the ring. The referee quickly 
took control of the bout and disquali- 
fied The Freebirds, giving The Fan- 
tastics the victory. 


THE MIDNIGHT ROCKERS vs. BUDDY ROSE & DOUG SOMERS 


Marty Jannetty and Shawn Mi- 
chaels—The Midnight Rockers—are 
edging closer to the AWA World tag 
team championship held by Playboy 
Buddy Rose and Doug Somers. Fans 
at the St. Paul Civic Center almost 
saw what most people feel is inevita- 
ble—a title change. 

A lot of credit has to be extended 
to the Rockers: They could have giv- 
en up in frustration months ago, but 
they haven’t. They’ve chosen to bat- 
tle Rose and Somers again and again, 
working as hard as anyone to wina 
championship that continues to elude 
them. Such repeated disappoint- 
ments would long ago have discour- 
aged a combination with lesser men- 
tal toughness. 

Indeed, some of their bouts have 
degenerated into bloody slugfests, ri- 
valing the Buzz Sawyer-Tommy Rich 
blood wars in Georgia back in 1982. 





Rose is still riding high 


These battles, however, have been 
even more violent: four men rather 
than two, with a pair of world title 
belts on the line. 

Many feel that the reason why the 
Rockers have been unable to cap- 
ture the belts is that Rose and 
Somers have been taking a page 
from the book of NWA World heavy- 
weight champion Ric Flair and ex- 
ploiting the disqualification mule. 

Their match in St. Paul was another 
lesson in frustration. The Rockers’ 
skills continue to improve, and their 
aerial tactics often frustrated Rose 
and Somers, but the more expen- 
enced champions were successful in 
controlling the pace of the bout. 

As the level of violence in the bat- 
tle increased, Rose and Somers saw 
an obvious opportunity to take the 
battle outside the ring, and got them- 
selves disqualified—again. 
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INTERVIEW 87 
KERRY VON ERICH 


On June 4, 1986, at 5:30 p.m., Kerry Von Erich was driving his motorcycle south on U.S. 373, a two-lane, two-way highway in 
Argyle, Texas. He was enjoying the clear weather and the feeling of the crisp wind blowing through his hair. 
By 5:35 p.m., his life would be tragically changed. 

Kerry was riding behind a van. He wasn’t speeding, and he was in a passing zone; he decided to pass the van. A police car in 
front of the van had stopped to make a left turn. Kerry pulled in to complete the pass and skidded into the rear of the patrol car. 
He flew off the motorcycle, traveled 50 feet through the air, and landed in the northbound lane. Fortunately, there was no oncom- 
ing traffic. 

His right knee had smashed into the trunk lid of the police car, his hip was dislocated, and his right ankle was cut on the bump- 
er. He lost quite a bit of blood. His injuries, though, could have been much worse: Kerry had just been waterskiing, and was 
wearing a long sleeve scuba top that helped prevent further injuries. 

Kerry underwent 20 hours of surgery over a three-day period following the accident. Initial surgery was performed on his ankle 
to clean the wounds, assess damage, and remove dead muscle tissue. The major surgery—15 hours worth—was done to pre- 
vent amputation of Kerry's right foot. Surgeons took a portion of muscle from the left region of Kerry's back and grafted that mus- 
cle to his right foot. Microscopic surgery was performed to reestablish blood flow in the foot. 

Though Kerry's life was never threatened, his career certainly was. Immediate indications pointed to a real tragedy, that wres- 
tling had lost one of its best and brightest stars forever. Then it was thought that even if Kerry was to return to the ring, that return 
wouldn't happen for at least 18 months. Now Kerry is talking about a comeback by Christmas—less than seven months after the 

accident took place. 

Wrestling 87 Senior Editor Bill Apter spoke with Kerry in November about the accident, his rehabilitation, and his plans to re- 

turn to the ring. 

“The Von Erichs have been a family haunted by tragedy in so many respects," Apter said. ‘‘One son, Jack, died at the age of 
five when he was electrocuted; then David, back in 1984 at the age of 25, was struck down in Japan by acute enteritis; then in 
1985, Mike came as close to death as a human being can when he fought toxic shock syndrome and, remarkably, lived to return 
to the ring. Then Kerry’s accident happened. 

“But as horrible as these tragedies have been,’’ Apter continued, ‘the family has never failed to meet the challenges posed by 
these tragedies. More than meeting these challenges, though, they've managed to overcome them and grow stronger in the pro- 


cess. That strength was certainly reflected by Kerry in my interview with him. The Von Erichs are truly remarkable people.” 


WRESTLING 87: Two years ago, 
Kerry, you were interviewed for the 
Spring 1985 edition of Wrestling 85 


VON ERICH: Seems like a lifetime 
ago! 

WRESTLING 87: Well, at that time 
you had just received the Pro Wres- 
tling Illustrated award for Most Pop- 
ular Wrestler of 1984, your match 
with Ric Flair, in which you won the 
NWA World title, was named Match 
of the Year, and you received first 
runner-up honors in two other cate- 
gories, and second runner-up in a 
third. 

VON ERICH: (laughs) That wasn’t 
too bad a year for me! 
WRESTLING 87: No, not at all! The 
reason | bring it up, though, Kerry, 
is that I'm curious: What is it like, 
when you look back just two short 
years ago, when you were really rid- 
ing high atop the wrestling world, 
and then looking at yourself today, 
having been injured and out of ac- 
tion since June? It’s really two ex- 


tremes in a short time. 

VON ERICH: It sure is, Bill. But you 
know, life is like that, it’s a series of 
extremes, a series of ups and 
downs. It was that way in ’84, when 
David died. That was one extreme. 
Then, three months later, | won the 
NWA World title; that’s an opposite 
extreme. When Mike fell sick, he 
was given literally only 20 minutes 
to live; that’s one extreme. Our fam- 
ily prayed, he battled back, and now 
he’s wrestling again. It’s wonderful, 
it truly is. That's another extreme. 
Things were good for me two years 
ago; they haven't been so good to 
me these past couple of months, 
but hey—they could have been a lot 
worse, and | thank God that they 
weren't. 

WRESTLING 87: There was a point 
there, immediately after the acci- 
dent, when doctors had you in sur- 
gery for 15 hours, and it seemed 
like you were going to lose your 
foot. 

VON ERICH: Well, that’s one way 


things could have been worse for 
me. But you know something, Bill? 
Even if that had been the case, if | 
had lost my foot, | still would have 
thought positively about making a 
comeback. 

WRESTLING 87: Now wait a sec- 
ond, you mean ... 

VON ERICH: | mean that no matter 
what your situation, you have to set 
a goal for yourself and reach for it. 
There are plenty of people who 
thought that Mike would never 
make a comeback, and look at him 
today. If | were in that situation, | 
sure would think about a comeback. 
There are prosthesis appliances that 
could be used in place of a foot, for 
instance. But the main point is that 
an injury is a challenge. And when 
I’m faced with a challenge, with 
something that blocks me from do- 
ing what | want to do with my life— 
wrestle—then you can bet that I’m 
going to make every effort humanly 
possible to overcome that 
challenge. 
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Von Erich will never forget how supportive the 


fans have been during his convalescence. “‘If | 
could,” he said, “I'd thank each of them." 


WRESTLING 87: A lot of people 
said you'd be out for at least a year- 
and-a-half, and now you’re looking 
to make a comeback perhaps as 
soon as next month, on Christmas 
Day. That’s remarkable. 

VON ERICH: That’s the power of 
positive thinking, the power of pray- 
er, and the power of knowing what 
you want out of life and knowing 
how to go about getting it. 
WRESTLING 87: __—_— Considering 
what’s happened to your family, to 
Jack and David and Mike and now 
yourself, do you feel that there’s a 
Von Erich jinx? 

VON ERICH: Absolutely not. | look 
at it more along the lines of—well, | 
guess | kind of think of it in this 
way. It’s like pruning a tree. You cut 
back some branches, and the rest 
of the tree grows back stronger and 
more beautiful than before. The 
good Lord just kind of pruned the 
Von Erich family tree, and we’re 
growing back stronger, healthier, 
and better than ever. This is the 
way the Lord is taking care of us, 
and | have to accept that without 
questioning His motives. Whatever 
will be for us will be, and we'll come 
out the better for it because He is 
always watching out for us. 
WRESTLING 87: Could you go 
back about two months or so and 
explain a little bit for our readers the 
kind of rehabilitative work you've 
been doing with your leg and foot? 
VON ERICH: First of all, I’m glad 





30 / Wrestling 87 





; 
} 





5 a 


Though he has been able to do only light workouts in a standing postition, Kerry can still do curls and 
other sitting exercises. Kerry's tremendous physique probably saved his life. 


you asked me this, Bill, because it 
gives me a chance to thank publicly 
the people who've helped me with 
this injury. I'd like to give special 
thanks to everyone at the Dallas 
Sports Medicine Clinic, especially 
Larry Gardner, the former trainer for 
the Dallas Cowboys, and my ortho- 
pedic specialist, Dr. Howard Moore. 
Mr. Gardner and Dr. Moore have 
overseen my rehabilitation, helping 
pace my physical therapy program 
from week to week. Also, in the last 
month or so, I’ve been using knee 
extension machines to regain a lot 
of the strength there, and I’ve even 
done some light sparring with Kevin 
and Mike. 


WRESTLING 87: Do you find it diffi- 
cult to place weight on your leg? 
VON ERICH: Not as difficult as it 
was a week ago, and a week from 
now it'll be easier than it is today. 
It's a constant progression, Bill, it’s 
a constant improvement. The longer 
| work on it, the stronger | get, and 
the more weight my leg and ankle 
can support. 

WRESTLING 87: Will your leg ever 
be the same again? Will we ever 
see the same Kerry Von Erich in 
the ring again? 

VON ERICH: Frankly, no. | don’t 
know what I'll be once | get back in 
the ring. | may be better. | think, to 
be perfectly honest, my style will be 


at 


Kerry and Kevin get ready to douse Papa Fritz with champagne during the locker room celebration after 
Kevin captured the World Class title from Black Bart (above). With more free time than he knows what to 
do with, Kerry has been managing his brother Mike (below). 








a little different. I’m going to have to 
alter aerial tactics and so forth, at 
least for a little while. Who knows— 
maybe these alterations in style will 
make me a better wrestler than be- 
fore. It's kind of like a blind person, 
when his sense of smell becomes 
so much stronger, it opens up a 
whole new world for him. That may 
be the case here. I’m not going to 
be lame on my right leg, that | can 
promise you. But maybe the physi- 
cal awareness this injury is bringing 
me will open up new areas for my 
wrestling style. | honestly don’t 
know; I'll find out when you find out. 
We'll just have to wait and see. 
WRESTLING 87: Meanwhile, you’re 
managing Mike’s career. What's the 
difference between managing Mike 
and just being the supportive 
brother? 

VON ERICH: Good question. | think 
it’s more a case where as a manag- 
er, | accept more of the responsibil- 
ity for his failures and successes, 
more of the responsibility for getting 
him the matches he wants, for guid- 
ing his training, and so on. | guess 
it’s like being a supportive brother, 
but being one full-time instead of 
part-time, if that makes any sense. 
WRESTLING 87: One last thing, 
Kerry. | understand you’ve spoken 
with Magnum T.A. What did you 
say to him, and what was your reac- 
tion when you heard about his 
accident? 

VON ERICH: Well, let me take the 
second question first. When | heard 
about the accident, | was shocked 
and stunned, just like everyone else 
was, | guess. It's always a horrible 
thing to hear when someone is in 
that kind of an accident, and | can 
empathize with him and his family 
for obvious reasons. And that’s why 
| wanted to give him a call. Mag- 
num couldn't really talk to me, but 
they were able to pass my message 
on to him. 

WRESTLING 87: And that message 
is—? 

VON ERICH: Simply what my mes- 
sage is to anyone who asks me 
about my own injuries and the ex- 
periences of my family, and that’s 
this: Always think positive. You’ve 
got to set that goal for yourself, and 
believe, with all your heart and soul, 
no matter what stands in your way, 
that you will achieve that goal—and 
you will. Keep your goals alive, 
keep your hopes alive. Because it’s 
goals and hopes that keep all of us 
alive. O 
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NIKITA KOLOFF: 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


4 ‘T Cry 
For 


Magnum 
Terie 





32 / Wrestling 87 


AGNUM T.A. LIES ina hospital, 

his body a hideous replica of 
what it once was, a respirator breathing 
life into his body, intravenous tubes his 
means of nourishment, physical 
therapists working to restore movement 
to a man that was once so full of life. His 
career is threatened, he may never 
walk again, but the world will not stop 
for a minute. 

Concemed fans send cards and 
letters, hold vigils in the lobby of 
Charlotte Memorial Hospital, and shed 
tears, but their lives do not stop. 
Magnum T.A. can die tomorrow and all 
that will remain is his legacy. Nothing 
will be different because nobody will 
have changed. On the night of the day 
that Magnum T.A. hurtled at 55 miles 
per hour into a utility pole, wrestling 
cards were held throughout the United 
States. 

A nation of followers blinked. Then 
went on with their business. 

Meanwhile, a young 275-pound man 
with powerful biceps and a face that 
reveals no compassion, sat holed up in 
a hotel room, having just come back 
from a stormy meeting with his uncle. 
He tries to hold back his emotions. With 
a hand over his face, he tries to hide his 
feelings from the guest he invited into 
his room. What he can't show he 
expresses in words. 

“T cry for Magnum T.A.,” he says, as 
tears roll down his cheeks. He bangs 
his hand against the table and howls 
some obscenity in Russian. 

And then Nikita Koloff goes out and 
does something about it. 

RE 

This is not a happy story. It can’t be. 
Maybe one day Magnum T.A. will 
climb out of his hospital bed and walk 
on his own. Perhaps he'll some day 
climb into a wrestling ring, a challenger 
once again, and look across the ring at 


his opponent. Then, three beats of a 
referee’s hand later, he’ll wrap a belt 
around his waist, a champion once 
again. He’ll hear the cheers of the fans, 
bask in the glory, and realize how far 
he has come. 

Then, this story will be happy. But life 
is rarely a fairy tale. Magnum T.A. has 
never faced the odds he faces now. In 
the real world, concessions are not 
made for greatness, or physical 
supenionity, or desire. In the real world, 
a hero’s life is snuffed out as easily as a 
coward’s. Magnum T.A.’s advantage 
over mere mortals ends when the bell 
rings. 

“As athletes, we sometimes take the 
cheers of the fans too seriously and start 
to think that we’re above everyone 
else,” says Rick Morton. “We fail to 
realize that we're just as susceptible to 
injury and death, and aren't beyond the 
grasps of misfortune. When something 
like this happens to a man like Magnum 
T.A., it all hits home really hard. This 
time, it hit too hard.” 

So as Nikita Koloff rises from his chair 
and looks out the 10th floor window, he 
realizes that the only difference 
between he and Magnum T.A. is the 
5,000 mile distance that separates the 
United States from the Soviet Union. 

“Politicians have divided us, but we 
are all human beings,” he says. 

KIRK 


The insignificance of the dividing 
line between good and bad in 
wrestling is never as apparent as when 
a former rmulebreaker turns fan favorite 
or a former fan favorite tums 
rulebreaker. What is to divide a man 
besides the fickleness of the fans’ 
opinion, ora style that might go against 
the current trend? 

When Nikita Koloff came to the 
rescue of Dusty Rhodes prior to a cage 
match against J.J. Dillon and Ole 





orders from the Kremlin, The 
Russian Nightmare has decided , 
to take up the battle in the name > 
of Magnum T.A. 














Anderson, nobody should have been 
surprised. Koloff was showing 
compassion that nobody ever knew 
existed, simply because nobody ever 
bothered to look for it. Magnum T.A. 
shows his love of country and is loved 
for it. Is there any reason Nikita Koloff 
should be any different? 

Yes, Koloff’s intervention on the part 
of Rhodes was a shock, perhaps even 
more shocking than Magnum’s 
accident. Rhodes is “The American 
Dream.” Koloff is ‘The Russian 
Nightmare.” The men could not be 
more opposed, both demographically 
and philosophically. 

Ric Flair said that Koloff ‘‘sold his 
soul.” Dusty Rhodes admitted that he 
was “in shock when I saw Nikita 
coming to my aid. We talked over the 


phone, but I wasn’t sure he meant what 


he said.” Ole Anderson said that he 
might have reacted quicker “but I 
thought that Nikita was coming to help 
us.” And a fan at ringside yelled out, 
“Oh my God! Nikita’s turing 
American!” 

Not exactly, but chances are that 
Nikita Koloff will never again step foot 
on red soil. The day after he came to 
Rhodes’ rescue and announced his 
intentions of wrestling in the name 
of Magnum T.A., the Kremlin 
denounced its ties with its 
greatest champion. 

kkk 


“They do not understand 
what it is,” says Nikita 
Koloff, his voice 
booming. “I come 
here to wrestle for 
Soviet Union and they 
expect me to 
constantly act like 
animal. They do not 
understand what 
great wrestler is 
Magnum T.A. They 
do not realize what great fight he 
put up against Nikita. Then he get 
hurt, almost die, and they 
expect me to be happy aboutit. 
There are some things maybe 
Nikita do not understand.” 
Nikita Koloff is the nephew of 
Ivan Koloff, the man who 
stunned the American public 
by defeating Bruno 
Sammartino for the WWF 
World title, and there are 
certain things that have 
always been expected of 
him. When it was decided 
that Nikita would become a 
wrestler, the Soviet Union 
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expected him to build up his body, 
work alongside his uncle, and become 
a champion. He succeeded in every 
respect. 

Then, after he embarrassed America 
and Magnum T.A. by winning the 
United States championship, he was 
ordered to shove this 
victory down the throats of his 
opponents, make them remember who 
he is and the country he represents. 


The U.S. title was to be used asa 
political tool to express Russian 
dominance. Nikita Koloff went along 
with these orders, never questioning a 
thing. 

But governments, whether in 
Washington, D.C., or Moscow, U.S.S.R., 
have a way of dehumanizing 
individuals. A President Reagan ora 
General Secretary Gorbachev cannot 
understand the bond that forms 








between two competing athletes. This 
respect can often undermine the initial 
hatred they might have had for one 
another. 

After all of these years, one would 
expect Ivan Koloff to understand, but 
he doesn’t. He spews out Soviet 
propaganda. “Nikita say there is no 
rules and I thought I knew what he 
meant,” said Ivan. “I thought he 
meant there no rules in wrestling, 





but no. He is talking about Soviet rules. 
We were sent here ona mission, but 
now that is no longer. The Kremlin has 
denounced him so he is no longer a 
Russian. He is no longer my nephew. 
He will have to pay.” 

kk 


The feeling in the city of 
Moscow is forever ominous, as 
if history one day decided to 

settle in and never leave. This is 


the city that strikes fear in the hearts of 
people throughout the world, and yet, 
the clouds that hover overhead and the 
gray buildings seem to portray 
harmless neutrality. 

But the offices of the Soviet Council 
on the Control and Development of 
Athletics in a building near Red Square 
belie the calm atmosphere. The 
SCCDA views sports as a weapon in its 
(Continued on page 50) 











The stars somo? men 
no will set the pace in profess al 
wrestling: are with us oday the 
ture , fession wrestling isn't the Hall | pal a ma. of 1ag ! tit! 
Ric Flairs: the ulk Hoga": and tne for 2 portion 0 4986 All foul are 
Nick Boc winkel’: t's the young men at rals or ntin suc os (in 
who acently roke into the spot and 4987 
ho gtantly ma a name for g into eneit Y nds goes the exist: BY ain ott ane na! 
fate © e spot will they jive UP to age’ ne 12° Kites on Ee nera™ 
o1essio™ tne sential of guifer under the pul- a ae wnat ne S| ceaule gave 
Kor, den they must carry? The comin 12 hin 
the onths will ans er tn se questions: N Kol; no evel is 3 ch 2 c- 
editor? of wrestling 87 on © ny a ynusua \ooKind die” 
ignt DE terest’ {0 jook ya. &° raxertes wnat Ne is yey {0 
e what mig t oueroon™ as aio § or ON 
d unde” ye 3" 90- gund> nit) 
gXio° oi 2 veo" ennd ns paid 
his pete is ony 
ry: pes?" yurkot 








«c\Oll si 
WN . 1°) 
600 \ 
\\ ie) 





Cc 
xainny ’ 


uch 
eariet iy 
te a 
an 4 were a 
a\ auesting 


Stind: 
aunt 
ne nw ets! 





PAUL 


ORNDORFF: 





By Eddie Ellner 





EADER, IMAGINE something 

for a moment: Imagine that for 
an indeterminate but lengthy period of 
time you have lived with the well- 
founded suspicion that you are suffer- 
ing from some fatal disease. One 
morning the telephone rings and it is 
the doctor saying: “‘You have nothing 
to worry about. It was all a false 
alarm.” 

Or imagine this: There have been 
inflicted upon you such crippling fi- 
nancial reversals that you have consid- 
ered a way out in self-destruction. 
Again a blessed phone call informing 
you—perhaps as the barrel of the gun 
is poised at your temple—of your vic- 
tory in the million-dollar state lottery. 

Such revelations could not have sur- 
passed the state of brute happiness en- 
joyed late last September by: ‘‘Mr. 
Wonderful’? Paul Orndorff. Beneath 
his massive arms, breathing a death- 
rattle, squirmed helplessly the limp 
form of WWF World champion Hulk 
Hogan. Three slaps of the referee’s 
hand separated Orndorff from the 
crown he coveted, from the respect 
and reverance that he considered his 
birthright. 

From the opening bell, the match 
unfolded with remarkable tenacity and 
forcefulness. Once the best of 
friends—now the bitterest of rivals, 
their hate magnified by _ secrets 
shared—the two giants battled with 
blind, vexing hatred. Fans at ringside 
recoiled with each sweeping blow. 





In the prolonged battle 
between Hulk Hogan 
and Paul Orndorff, 
it’s intangibles—not 
dropkicks or muscles— 
that make champions. 
If only Orndorff 
could master the 
intangibles ... 


7 


Ormdorff lifts the 302-pound Hulk Hogan and tries 
to piledrive his head right through the mat. Orn- 
dorff is obsessed with The Hulkster’s annihilation. 





Who could survive such punish- 
ment? Who could endure the agony? 
Yet each competitor remained implaca- 
ble, pausing only in contemplation of 
the next torturous maneuver. Hogan, 
his repertoire the lesser of the two, had 
never wrestled better. Overnight, or so 
it seemed to those with critical eyes, 
the lead-footed champion had come 
into possession of speed and versatility. 
His body twisted with cadence and 
rhythm. On several occasions Hogan 
outguessed Orndorff and sent the chal- 
lenger sprawling red-faced to the mat. 
Once he reversed a piledriver and Orn- 
dorff betrayed panic, uncertain of 
what might next occur. 

But Orndorff had done his home- 
work. The reversed  piledriver had 
caught him off-guard only because he 
had not postioned Hogan’s head cor- 
rectly. Next time he would be more 
careful. And so what if Hogan re- 
versed an armbar or two? He wasn’t 
going to sprout wings, or grow another 
fist. All this maneuvering would cer- 
tainly crumble his stamina—suspect to 
begin with—and then his bag of tricks 
would be empty. 

And then it would be Orndorff’s 
time. Finally, it would be Orndorff’s 
time. 

@ 

Timing has never been one of Paul 
Orndorff’s strong suits. As a_ highly 
celebrated football player at Brandon 
High School in Florida, Orndorff 

(Continued on page 60) 





He Couldn’t Be Hulk Hogan— 
So He Must Destroy Him! 
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Omdorff’s attempted mockery of Hulk Hogan is 
a reminder of his failure to match the champi- 


on’s popularity. 























THE PRIVATE SIDE 





EETING THE Rock 'n’ Roll Express would be a dream- 
come-true for nearly any female wrestling fan. But imagine 
a date, an entire evening with Rick Morton and Robert Gibson, 
doing the town—make that the town—in high style. A limousine, 
Broadway show, dinner, a nightclub, and then back to one of 
the finest hotels in New York City. 

That dream came true for Wendy Scruggs, a 20-year-old stu- 
dent at Clemson University in South Carolina, and Kimberly 
Baird of Baltimore, winners of “The Rock ’n’ Roll Express Dream 
Date,” sponsored by Jim Crockett Promotions. Their answer to 
the question “Why I want to win a date with The Rock 'n’ Roll 
Express” was chosen best out of the over 8,000 contest entries. 

In their letters, both women said that they knew Gibson and 
Morton from television and wanted to see what they were like in 
person. “I only want a chance to know these men as people and 
not idols,” wrote Wendy. “I feel that they are special and would 
appreciate a fan who doesn’t drool or picture them as 
superheroes.” 





en | 


“No wrestlers have affected me or impressed me as much as 
Ricky Morton and Robert Gibson,” wrote 18-year-old Kimberly. 
“I already know them as wrestlers and because they provide 
me with so much inspiration, I want to know them as people. It 
never fails to amaze me what Ricky and Robert do for the fans 
when they come out to wrestle.” 

The big day was October 22 and it began when a private jet 
picked up Morton and Gibson in Charlotte, North Carolina. The 
jet made two more stops, the first to pick up Wendy and the 
second to pick up Kimberly. The ride gave everybody a chance 
to introduce themselves and get acquainted before landing at 
Teterboro Airport in New Jersey. 

From there, Wendy, Kimberly, Ricky, and Robert were taken 
by private limousine to The Helmsley Palace Hotel in New York 
City where they freshened up and got ready for the evening. 
They were met by their chaperones and departed for The Win- 
ter Garden Theatre, where they had orchestra seats for the Tony 
Award-winning musical Cats. 


Left: Rick Morton, Kimberly Baird, Robert Gibson, 
and Wendy Scruggs wave for the photographer as 
they move from the jet to the limousine at 
Teterboro Airport in New Jersey. 

















Left: Morton and Gibson buy Kim and Wendy sou- 
venirs of New York City. Above: The foursome 
enters Broadway's Winter Garden Theatre to see 
the play Cats. 
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THE PRIVATE SIDE 





























The two couples loved the show, but the evening had just 
begun. Now, it was back to the limo and over to Hawaii-Kai for 
dinner. Naturally, Gibson and Mortc.: drew some attention, es- 
pecially from one of the Hawaiian dancers at the restaurant, who 

‘ took a liking to Ricky. She took Morton on stage, removed his 
shit, replaced it with a Hawaiian skirt, and danced with the 
somewhat embarrassed Rock 'n’ Roller. 

By this time, everybody was well-acquainted with each other 
and ready to dance the night away at Regine’s, one of the most 
exclusive clubs in the city. Finally, they returned to their hotel, 
and the next moming were driven back to the airport for the 
flight home. 

“I had a great time,” said Morton. “I wasn’t sure what to 
expect at first, but the girls were lovely as can be and really 
great company.” 

Gibson agreed. “It was a pleasure to spend a great night out 
on the town with such pleasant company. The show was great 
and dinner was great. It was a memorable evening.” 

Especially for Kimberly Baird and Wendy Scruggs, winners of 
a date they'll never forget. 





After considerable prodding, Morton 
brought up to the stage at the Hawaii Kai to 
do some hula dancing. 





Above: The two couples settle in for one of Hawaii Kai’s famous meals. Right: The next stop is Regine’s, 
probably the plushest disco in New York. Below left: Wendy toasts with Gibson, who is quickly fading as 2 
a.m. approaches. Below right: Kim obviously still has her strength! 
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Terry Gordy runs in to assist his Freebird partners against Lance Von Erich— 
and assists referee Rick Hazzard out of the ring. Since The Freebirds went to 
the UWF, reigning World Class six-man champions Lance, Mike, and Kevin Von 
Erich (inset) are looking for challengers. 


a 














YOU DECIDE 


SHOULD ALL FEDERATIONS 
DECLARE SIX-MAN TAG 
TEAM CHAMPIONS? 


HROUGHOUT the early 

1980s, one of the most 
vicious feuds in wrestling 
pitted the Von Erich family 
against The Fabulous Free- 
birds. Their hatred for each 
other was genuine; a Free- 
bird couldn't stand seeinga FF 
Von Erich with a belt | 
around his waist, and vice 
versa. The Freebirds—Mi- 
chael Hayes, Terry Gordy, 
and Buddy Roberts—would 
stop at nothing to prevent 
David, Kerry, Kevin, Mike, 
or even father Fritz Von 
Erich from winning titles. 
Although they frequently 
competed for singles and 
tag team titles, the focal 
point of the Von Erich-Free- 
bird war was the World Class six-man tag team championship. 
At that time, the six-man title was watched closely by fans 
across the country. 

World Class Wrestling, then a member of the NWA, hosted 
the only six-man title until 1984, when Don Kemodle and Ivan 
and Nikita Koloff declared themselves six-man champions in the 
NWA World Championship area. There was some controversy 
over who would be recognized as the official six-man tag team 
champions, until World Class broke away from the NWA in 
early 1986. 

Presently, Dusty Rhodes and The Road Warriors are the NWA 
champions, though they very rarely defend their belts. Promot- 
ers in all other areas have shown no interest in declaring six-man 
champions and fans are not crying out for them to do so. 

How do the various six-man teams feel about this? Michael 
Hayes, leader of The Freebirds, says he'd like to see a six-man 
title in the UWF. “Of course, me and the brothers would jump at 
the chance to wrestle for a six-man title,” he said. “But let’s be 
realistic. Do you think the UWF is going to create a six-man title 
while The Freebirds are in the area?” 

Mike Von Ench, who currently holds the World Class title 
with his brother Kevin and cousin Lance, feels that the six-man 
championship is just as important as any other title. “For the Von 
Erich family, especially,” he said, “it's been a very important and 
meaningful championship. Believe it or not, it’s helped us 
through some tough times. It was something we could all rally 
around.” 

Wrestlers around the country are split on the question. ‘“‘Obvi- 
ously, you'd like to win any kind of a belt, just to show you're 
championship matenal,” says the UWF's Terry Taylor. “But since 


The Road Warriors and Dusty Rhodes await the official decision after one of 
their rare defenses of the NWA World six-man tag team championship. The 
future of six-man titles is largely in the hands of the fans. 


it wouldn't be a really impor- 
tant belt, you wouldn't want 
to spend your time defend- 
ing it. I'd rather be out there 
going after the UWF title or 
the tag team belts.” 

“IT wish the AWA had a 
six-man title,” says Brad 
Rheingans. “It’s a legitimate 
title and an interesting one at 
that. A title like that would 
open many new avenues, 
from a strategic standpoint. 
I’m all for it.” 

Wrestling referees are un- 
derstandably opposed to six- 
man titles. Said Florida refer- 
ee Bill Alphonso: “When 
you're in there with six guys 
who really hate each other, 
who are jumping in and out 
of the action, there’s no way you can keep an eye on everything 
that’s going on. I do my part to discourage promoters from 
signing six-man matches. And if they're going to hold them, they 
should have at least two refs there.” 

Presidents whose federations don’t have six-man titles are re- 
luctant to establish them. “There aren’t enough quality tears to 
make it workable,” says UWF head Bill Watts. ‘But if the Wres- 
tling 87 fans voted for it, of course we would strongly consider 
it. Besides, our wrestlers are busy enough with single and tag 
matches. Anyway, I don’t see much fan interest for a six-man 
title.” 

The AWA’s Stanley Blackbum agrees with Watts. “It can 
sometimes be very difficult to get three men together for a 
match. The champions—unless they were really close-knit like 
The Freébirds or the Von Enchs—would probably have better 
things to do than defend a six-man belt.” 

Dusty Rhodes and The Road Wamiors are the first to admit 
that they are not doing the credibility of their title much good 
with their infrequent defenses. “Dusty’s our fiend,” Hawk said, 
“but we have a lot of other commitments. We can only be in 
one place at one time. But that doesn’t mean we can't be six- 
man champions, too. We can do whatever we want.” 

Opponents of six-man tag team titles pose the question of 
where tag team inflation will take us. An eight-man title? A 10- 
man title? It sounds farfetched, but it could happen. 

Proponents of six-man titles are fascinated with seemingly 
endless possibilities such matches provide. Each tag team match 
pits men against each other in nine different combinations. Team 
One (A, B, and C) vs. Team Two (D, E, and F) could see A 

(Continued on page 59) 
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In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 
fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 


labor, Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to ie Bours: 


Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not un- 
usual for a good small engine man to be 
three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
— as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 


You get all this Professional equipment with your 
course, PLUS 4 H.P. Engine.... ALL YOURS TO 


in SMALL ENGINE 
service and repair 
Start your own money 





65-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That's right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That’s the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
Owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
sprayers... the list is almost endless. 





” No experience necessary. 


You don’t need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated —so clear you can’t go wrong. 


Send TODAY 
for this 










_ BEAT INFLATION! 
Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part time, full time 
f right at home- we help you 
H every step of ne way. 


avn ia receive {So ee secrets 


and business plans. 


We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade”’... all the inside facts you need 
to agsure success right from the start. 


Increased Income 


“T’'ve had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 


gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until I 
started the Foley- 
Belsaw Course.”’ 


Walter H. Strick 
Campbell, California 
With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4HP engine— 
all yours to keep! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 

You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 





Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO JT TODAY! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE of 


KEEP.... All at NO EXTRA COST. SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 


fact-filled 51035 Field Bldg., Kansas City, MO. 64111 


FREE There is NO OBLIGATION and 
BOOKLET! NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 





FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 51035 FIELD BUILDING 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 
LEY 


(1 YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
Gives full details about starting my own business in 
Small Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call. 






Youn 


OP Pop "uy res 














Tells how you quickly Name 
train to be your own boss 
in a profitable Sparetime Address 
or Fulltime business of 
your own PLUS complete City 
peiais on au at. Da 
rla 
Offer! State Zip 





rc 


Height: 6’2”’ 
Weight: 285 
Home Town: Queens, New York 


Biggest Match: Winning the Fort 
Worth battle royal on October 27, 1986 


Immediate Goal: To run Buzz Sawyer 
out of Texas 


Long Range Goal: To win a World 
Class singles or tag team title 


BEST BET 
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SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


TO 
PRO pi IE OE inlet 


\ 


Target—Lance! ————.__.. 
THE LONE VON ERICH || 
IN THE LONE STAR STATE 


Be a subscriber to the 
most-colorful wrestling mag- 
azine in the world and 
never miss an_ issue. 
Wrestling is the only 
sport with nonstop action 
the whole year round, 
and nobody covers wres- 





FULL-COLOR PINUP 
Remember, each issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
contains a_ spectacular 
FULL-COLOR PINUP of 
one of wrestling’s greatest 
superstars. That's 12 giant 
pinups a year! They are 


tling better than PWI. worth the price of a sub- 
12 BIG ISSUES A YEAR Go scription by themselves. 
PWI’s award-winning staff is always on the SUBSCRIBERS SAVE MONEY—A 
scene where the action is. It’s truly the With Th year’s subscription to PWI—12 big 
undisputed champion of wrestling mag- 1 e issues—is only $22. It’s an un- 
azines from the great staff of writers, beatable deal: you save $5 off the news- 


through the dramatic peak-action photographs, Leader stand price, and you have every issue 
plus the magnificent full-color pinup. PWI delivered directly to your door. Sub- 


brings wrestling from the arena into your home. scribe today. 
— a ee ee 
Send To: TV SPORTS C1 New (i Renewal #12 BIG ISSUES ONLY $22.00 | 
BOX 48 A SAVINGS OF OVER $5.00 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please enter my subscription for the next 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. | am enclosing $22.00 as 
payment in full. 











NAME — 
ADDRESS = APT. 
CITY STATE__ ZIP. 








(Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. All other countries $27.00. U.S. funds only.) 
Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 


------------ 
pe ee 





GOLDEN MOMENT 


—_— 
RUSHER BLACKWELL, at 474 pounds, just can’t compare. 
King Kong Bundy, weighing in at 446 pounds, is just a skinny 
kid by comparison. Even Andre the Giant, at 505 pounds, comes 
up short. 

The standard that dwarfs all these wrestling giants is one that is 
set by a mammoth of a man—nearly one-third ofa ton of human 
flesh that thrilled and delighted fans spanning three decades. 

The standard: 6’4”, 601 pounds of Haystacks Calhoun, the man 
who put Morgan’s Comer, Arkansas, on the map. He was also the 
man who squashed his opponents—often literally!—with the big 
splash maneuver (pictured against Frank Monte in 1975). 

According to legend, Calhoun came up with the idea of the big 
splash when he was only 14 years old, and a mere munt at 400 
pounds. Back on the farm in Arkansas, Calhoun’s mother asked 
him to break up some kindling wood for the fireplace. When 
Calhoun couldn’t break it by hand, he’d jump on it with his 
stomach! 

Calhoun, who was extremely popular with the fans, wore a 
trademark horseshoe on a chain around his neck. “It was given to 


ar nes BER e Re i wie ne Sele 


me by my daddy,” Calhoun would explain. “He was a farmer, and 
he said I could be anything I wanted, as long as I stayed out of 
trouble.” 

Haystacks broke into the sport in 1958 at the age of 23. It was 
Vince McMahon Sr. who helped Calhoun get his start. “If it wasn’t 
for McMahon,” Calhoun said in a 1972 interview, “I'd be on the 
farm, sitting in the living room and watching television—too big to 
even move.” 

“Wrestling gave me both respect and a position in life,” Cal- 
houn said in that same 1972 interview. “I can’t hold anything 
against it. If there’s anything wrong with it, I haven't seen it. I've 
found that most of the people in wrestling are decent.” Presum- 
ably that would include Bruno Sammartino who, in 1961, succeed- 
ed in lifting Haystacks off his feet about two feet in the air—the 
only man ever to lift him off the ground! 

Calhoun has been very ill in recent years. Early in 1986 he had 
his leg amputated. We are pleased to report, however, that he 
would welcome mail from fans, and you can write to him at Celina 
Nursing Home, 601 Ohio Circle, Box 158, Celina, Texas, 75009.0 
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Nikita Koloff 


(Continued from page 35) 


ut 







Nikita Koloff shoves Tully Blanchard into the corner, setting him up for his 
partner, Dusty Rhodes (top left). Blanchard drives a knee into Nikita’s back 
in an effort to free Ric Flair (left). Rhodes feels the pain’in his injured right 
hand as he mixes it up with Tully (above). 


Magnum T.A.’s Condition Upgraded To Fair 


The latest word from Charlotte Memorial Hospital on Magnum T.A. is more encouraging than all previous reports. 
“He’s making definite improvement,” said neurosurgeon Dr. Nick Grivas. “It’s going to be slow, but as long as he’s 
improving, we're hopeful.” 

Magnum’s condition was upgraded from critical to serious on November 3, when he was taken off the respirator, and 
then to fair on November 17. He was taken out of the intensive care unit on Novernber 8 and then had the tube through 
which he was breathing removed from his throat. 

“He was on the respirator for support and then they did a tracheotomy, inserted a tube 
into his breathing pipe, so he could breathe through that tube and to the respirator,” said a 
hospital spokesman. “They removed the trache and now his lungs are stable and he 
breathes on his own. He’s just now starting to talk a little.” 

Magnum is on a liquid diet and working with physical therapists daily to increase 
movement and prevent stiffness in his body. “Doctors have reported movement in all of his 
extremities,” said the spokesman. “They are increasing the strength on his left side but 
have so far made no prognosis.” 

Rumors have surfaced that Magnum T.A. would regain his ability to walk and eventually 
return to the ring, but those reports are premature and without basis. “Every case is 
different,” said the spokesman. “There is no way to make a prognosis on Magnum at this 
time.” She also could not say how long Magnum is expected to remain in the hospital. 

Magnum has, however, made substantial improvement since entering the hospital after 
his accident on October 14. Upon arrival, he was in critical condition with his life in 
jeopardy, He remained in critical condition for almost three weeks and doctors feared that he would not regain any 
movement in parts of his body. 

He never went into a coma, however, and received support from the thousands of cards and letters sent in by his 
legion of loyal fans. Doctors speculated that Magnum might not have survived the accident if not for his outstanding 
physical condition and complimented him for his willingness to work with the therapists. 





Magnum: slowly improving. 


—Dave Rosenbaum 





50 / Wrestling 87 


cold war with the United States. The 
beauty of competition long ago evaded 
the minds of these supposed sports 
fans 


“There is a man named Dusty 
Rhodes in the United States,” says 
senior member Valery Kharmnovsky, 
“and he has taken over the mind of our 
great athlete Nikita Koloff. We have 
gotten rid of Magnum T.A. He is 
practically crippled, unable to ever 
wrestle again because of car accident, 
but now we have new problem. This 
man is known as ‘American Dream’ and 
he is source of great pride to 
Americans. But Nilata Koloff has tumed 
his back on us and that is even greater 
problem.” 

A decision is made. Soviet officials 
will contact NWA World champion Ric 
Flair. Ivan Koloff will be supplied with 
the funds he needs to punish Nikita 
Koloff. On the outskirts of Moscow, 
Nikita’s family is being questioned by 
Soviet officials. His passport has already 
been revoked. A Soviet party 
newspaper runs a short blurb on the 
former hero and refers to him as Nikita 
T.A. 

wesk 

“Magnum T.A., he’s hurt badly, 
baby, but he’s coming back, I just know 
it, and until he does, Nikita Koloff, he 
saved the day,” says Dusty Rhodes 
between bites of an order of baby back 
ribs and mashed potatoes with gravy. “I 
doubted the man, but he showed that 
he has soul, brother, and stands up for 
his fellow man. He knows what it 
means to stand up for your fellow man.” 

After a day of intense sparring, Dusty 
is enjoying his well-earned meal. “With 
every bite I take, I think about Magnum 
T.A., getting fed through tubes and 
wires and unable to breathe on his 
own,” he says. “I’m not only eating for 
myself, I’m eating for Magnum. I 
breathe for him, I sleep for him, and I 
wrestle for him. And Nikita Koloff, he 
knows what it means to be a man, 
brother. He has strength and fortitude 
and he follows his conscience.” 

There is no man in wrestling who has 
been affected more by Magnum T.A.’s 
injuries than Dusty Rhodes. Throughout 
his fine career, Rhodes has battled and 
defeated some of the sport's greatest 
stars and gone through numerous ups 
and downs. But he has never had to 
deal with the near-death of his best 
friend. His partner. His confidant. 

Magnum T.A. can make Dusty 
Rhodes act out of character. He can 
make him say, “I love Magnum T.A.,” 
just like he did as he swallowed his last 
(Continued on page 52) 


The Official Pro Wrestling Illustrated and KO Magazine 
canvas tote bags are just right for carrying gym equipment 
and school books. They are also perfect as a 
lightweight overnight bag for those short business trips 
or when you sleep over at a friend’s house. 

These large, 10” x 20” 12-ounce bags are made of sturdy 
cotton canvas with web handles and a self-repairing zipper. 
Whatever your bag is, these tote bags are made for you. 


| MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: 


T.V. SPORTS 
Box 48 


ONLY $14.95 EACH 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Please send me the Official Canvas Tote Bags I’ve ordered below. | 
enclose $14.95 for each bag I’ve ordered. (Prices are for shipment within 
the U.S. All other countries add $3.00 per order to cover additional 
handling and shipping costs.) 


|} PRO WRESTLING 


ILLUSTRATED TOTE BAG 
(Red with white logo) 
$14.95 each 


(] KO TOTE BAG 
(Royal Blue with white logo) 


$14.95 each 
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Featuring 
FULL-COLOR Features On 
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wht de ererre oN 


THE MIDNIGHT 
ROCKERS: 
What They Look For In A Girl 
MAGNUM T.A.’S 
TRAGIC 
ACCIDENT: 


What’s The Prognosis . . . 
For The NWA? 


PLUS... 
ALIFE SIZE 22” x 32" 
8-PAGE SUPER 
CENTERFOLD 


HULK HOGAN 
vs. 
PAU 


ORNDORFF 


Anatomy Of A Feud 
Get Yours Today! 


On Sale At Newsstands 
Everywhere 







Nikita Koloff 


(Continued from page 51) 





“The Russian Nightmare”’ is the answer to many fans’ dreams. Because of his opposition to NWA 
rulebreakers, he can count on many more title shots with Ric Flair in the coming months. And he can 
also count on the support of the fans in those matches. 


forkful of mashed potatoes and baby 
back ribs. 
KR 

October 14, 1989. It’s just a fantasy. 

“Ladies and gentleman, in this 
comer, the challengers, from Russia, 
the former NWA World tag team 
champions, Ivan Koloff and Krusher 
Khmushchev. And now, entering the 
ring, the new tag team champions, 
Nikita Koloff and Magnum T.A.!” 

The crowd cheers wildly as they 
enter the ring. It’s been exactly three 
years since Magnum T.A.’s accident 
and so much has changed. Three 
months ago, Nikita Koloff declared his 
United States citizenship, and two days 
later Magnum T.A. returned to 
wrestling. 

“Nikita Koloff tags off to his partner, 
Magnum T.A., and the Russians are 
really on the run now,” the TV 


announcer barks. “Magnum whips Ivan 
Koloff into the ropes and, oh, it’s the 
famed belly-to-belly suplex. Magnum 
takes him down for the pin, one-two- 
three, it’s all over. What a team! 
Magnum T.A. and Nikita Koloff have 
retained the NWA World tag team 
championship. And there’s Dusty 
Rhodes, congratulating his two friends, 
as the crowd goes crazy.” 

Maybe someday. 

KK 


There is no greater virtue in a man 

And no finer measure of a man’s worth 

Than to be able to say 

We are enemies 

But Iam your fiend 

I have defeated you 

But you have won me with your 

courage 

I respect you and defend your honor 
—Anonymous 
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ILLUSTRATED 





BACK ISSUES 0 EE 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.] 





July 1980/COLOR STARSHOT: The 
Sheik. Bruno Sammartino, Wrestling Il, 
Race, Ladd, Albano. 


June 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 
winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 
Patera, Flair. 


August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo. Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Blassie. 


October 1982/COLOR PINUP: Jerry 
Lawler. Ric Flair, Rhodes, Graham, 
Race, Funk Jr. 

December 1982/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Hulk Hogan, Von Erich, Orn- 
dorff, Albano. 


January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullivan, Backlund. 

February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 


Mec aned 


poke, GUSTY RHODES 
MES BACK 





A, 


bene Bd 
iNTRCAN DREAMT 





DECEMBER 1983 


April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 
dorff, Hart. 

June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 


July 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 


Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 


August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 
Zbyszko. Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wrestling II. 


October 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 

November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 


Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 


December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 





JANUARY 1984 
yanuaey, 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
i 


Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
Dillon, Sawyer. 


February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 


Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 


per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 


April 1984/COLOR PINUP; Rocky 
Johnson. Ric Flair, Hogan, Andre, 
Bundy. 

May 1984/COLOR PINUP: Hacksaw 
Butch Reed. Hulk Hogan, Road War- 
riors, Fabulous Ones, Flair, Rotundo. 


June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 


Ted DiBiase, Wrestling Il, Magnum T.A 
Patera, Hogan. 


July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 


August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair, 


October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 
November 1984/COLOR PINUP; Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 
December 1984/COLOR PINUP: Kerry 
Von Erich. Barry Windham, Rich, Mar- 
tel, McDaniel, WWF-NWA TV war. 
January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 

February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 


April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 

June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Barry Wind- 
ham. Dusty Rhodes, Slaughter, Hogan, 
Von ech en ss oF 
July 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter. Hogan vs. Piper, Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., Martel. 

September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 

October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 
December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 
January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 
February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 
April 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
Wendi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 
May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 
dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 

June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. 





JANUARY 1986 


July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors. 

August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy Savage, Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 


October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 


November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bulldogs, Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 
December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham. 
January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson 

February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorff. 
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Make Check Payable An And Send To: 
T.V. SPORTS 

Box 48 

Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


$3.00 EACH 


Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 





Amount Enclosed: $ —— 


Number of Magazines Ordered: ——— 
PRINT YOUR NAME AND 














In case of a sellout, indicate substitute issue: 
ADDRESS CLEARLY 
Name 
Address Apt. 
City 
State Zip 





For all orders except the United States and Canada you MUST ADD one dollar (U.S,) for every back issue ordered for 
boat mail, and two dollars (U.S.) for every back issue sent by air mail. 
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PREMIUM 
BACK ISSUES 


WRESTLER ANNUAL & 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


The back issues available in this ad are the top of our line. All of 
these magazines contain a color section, and many were news- 
stand sellouts. They are priced at only $3.00 each, so don’t delay, 


order today. 


| WRESTLER ANNUAL 
| This special collection of the most requested stories published in The Wrestler 


includes two fabulous color pinups in each issue. 
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Lead Wrestling 


(Continued from page 39) 


ma, but that problem can be easily 
cured. The AWA World title would 
probably do the trick. 

In all likelihood, Hall will drop his 
silly feud with DeBeers and go after 
the World title. In all likelihood, he will 
eventually be successful. And once 
that happens, the AWA will be on the 
road to recovery. But only Hall can 
do it. Whether or not he succeeds is 
a major question for 1987. 


LEX LUGAR 
OUTHERN CHAMPION, Rookie 
of the Year, comparisons to Hulk 

Hogan. There's a lot of weight on the 
shoulders of young Lex Lugar, but 
the early returns say that he can han- 
dle it all. 

In the past year, Lugar thoroughly 
dominated the Florida area, holding 
the Southern title for the better part 
of 10 months, and wrestled in some 
epic battles with Ric Flair. In fact, 
Lugar proved on more than one oc- 
casion that he could beat the NWA 
World champion. Once, they battled 
to a 60-minute draw in a third and 
deciding fall. And in another best two- 
out-of-three falls match, Lugar pinned 
Flair in the first fall only to be at- 
tacked by 12 wrestlers during the rest 
period. 

Lugar has what it takes: size, 
strength, ability, brains, charisma, 
and good looks. He has already out- 
grown the competition in Florida and 
shown that he is ready to take on the 
best wrestlers in the world on a daily 
basis. In other words, Lex Lugar is a 
given. His success is now assumed. 

But what can he do for the sport? 
The NWA already has a bonafide su- 
perstar in Ric Flair, but now, with 
Magnum T.A. possibly out of wres- 
tling forever, Lugar is a_ logical 
replacement. 

“People just go wild over young 
Lugar,’ says veteran television an- 
nouncer Gordon Solie. “Even when 
he was going against young Wind- 
ham and company, the fans in the 
arena, men and women alike, would 
get very excited whenever Lugar got 
within the confines of the wrestling 
ring. There’s something about him 
that people just love. He has whatev- 
er Hogan has, and possibly more.” 

Of the four men listed here, Lugar 
is most likely to lead wrestling into 
1987 and beyond. Lugar doesn’t 
have superstar potential. He is a 
superstar. 
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LOCK BLADE KNIFE 
Hundreds other models 
below wholesale. | 
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Beautifully 
balanced. 
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DIAMONDS AND 
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Low, low prices 
from Bangkok 












LINGER, Famous World Trader, 
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BL, ME | Order Expert; 


Internationally-known Mai 


President, Mellinger Co. “| started only & MICRO 
LIGHT 
few years ago, part time, in my garage wit AIRCRAFT 


less than $100. Today my business empire 
spans the globe. | will help you succeed us- 
ing my personal experience. Mail coupon 
for FREE REPORT.” 


START WITH 24,221 
PRODUCTS! 


Many you can buy one at a 
time or order in quantity. Ex- 
ample: one 35mm camera with 
hot shoe and carry case $13.00 
ppd or 12 for $7.41 ppd. Price 
drops to only $5.80 in larger 
quantities. New government 
ruling makes thousands of im- 
ports free of any duty whatso- 
ever. You deal direct my Inter- 


3 axis control. 





BENCH DRILLS 
Power tools all types. Buy 

top quality below wholesale. 
Make big profits. 


RECONDITIONED CARS 
AND TRUCKS 

Toyota, Nissan, Isuzu, Mitsu- 
bishi. Reconditioned to per- 
form like new. Make giant 
profits shipping to Africa 
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keep all the profits! I do the "hard work'' for you... 
by traveling the world to find dazzling ''first time of- 
fered'' new imports. The actual sample I will send you 
Free is typical of my import discoveries. You can pick 
and choose from more than 24,000 products. Deal in 
one product or 1000's. Buy below wholesale. 

YOU CAN START IMMEDIATELY. I arrange free 
membership in exclusive International Traders organi- 
zation . . . instantly puts you in direct contact with 
suppliers abroad. I show how to operate anywhere. 
Age no barrier. Ideal for spare time husband/wife or 
retirement business. My report, ''How to Import and 
Export" tells how to do it. No obligation. No salesman 
will call. Certificate brings your free gift sample import 


and [\ 2 else. FREE CATALOGS! 
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Hundreds high fashion styles. 
Sell for big markup. 


EXERCISE MACHINE 
Buy below wholesale to 
cash in now on todays 
booming health craze mar- 
ket. I.T. membership gives 
you confidential sources. 
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FATHER 
CLOCKS 
Old world 
workmanship 
from Italy & 
Germany. 





No keys, Can't be 
picked. For houses, 
offices. Millions 
sales possible. 
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B. L. Mellinger/The Mellinger Co. 
6100 Variel Ave., Dept. :.w1462 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367-3779 


Send FREE REPORT, “How to Import 
and Export’. , . also actual Free Sample 
Import. Everything you send me is mine 
to keep without obligation. Show me 
how | can start a profitable home busi- 
ness of my own. 
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WRESTLING SUPERSTARS | WRESTLING 84-86 


Each issue features a spectacular full-color centerfold Printed on slick paper, each issue is jam- 
Action Gallery of one of wrestling's hottest stars. packed with 16 pages of wei photos 
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Feedback 


(Continued from page 9) 


tured a bonafide world title yet, such 
as the NWA or AWA (forget the 
WWF cartoon title), but one cannot 
give up hope. Thanks very much for 
the great story and please ty to 
mention The King in another maga- 
zine sometime in the near future. 
KENT DAVIS 
Harrodsburg, KY 


THE REAL CORNETTE 

Thanks for an incredible look at 
Jim Cornette in the Winter 1986 issue 
of Wrestling 86 (‘The Private Side: 
Jim Cornette”). Comette really 
showed himself to be the jerk we all 
know he is. Imagine, a grown man 
sleeping with a teddy bear and suck- 
ing his thumb. What a moron! And 
how about Comette on the tennis 
court wearing that horible pink shirt. 
Talk about tennis etiquette! This man 
is a disgrace! 

As for Comette’s Porsche, it’s obvi- 
ous that he only has it to make up for 
his incredible insecurity. Just one 
look at the guy tells you that he has 
absolutely no self-respect whatso- 
ever, If 1 ever saw a man like Com- 
ette driving around in a Porsche, I 
think I'd just start laughing hysterical- 
ly. Comette would rob that red ma- 
chine of all its sex appeal. 

It comes as no surprise to me that 
Comette is a homble tennis player. 
The man is bad at everything he 
does, so why should tennis be any 
different? I pretty much suspected 
that the racket he brings into the ring 
was all a front. Anyone with a body 
like his couldn't last three minutes on 
a tennis court. 

Well, thanks again, guys. You 
showed Comette like he really is. 
Now, there is no doubt that Jim 
Comette is the clown prince of 
wrestling. 

BETTY STOVE 
Miami 
CONVERTED AGAIN! 
An open letter to Baby Doll: 

Congratulations. No sooner had I 
become one of your most ardent ad- 
mirers, then you went and really 
blew it by abandoning Dusty Rhodes 
for Ric Flair because of your stupid 
fickleness. By doing so, you not only 
stabbed me in the back after all the 
nice things I wrote about you in my 
previous letter (“A Baby Doll Con- 
vert,’ Winter 1986), but the fans as 
well. I find your betrayal nothing 
short of contemptible. 





bt FoF 
Baby Doll let down a lot of fans when she 


turned against Dusty Rhodes, among them Jef- 
frey C. Branch, 


Your traitorous actions, flocking to 
Flair with his “10 pounds of gold,” 
his chauffeured limos, and his Bever- 
ly Hills lifestyle exposes you for what 
you truly are: a greedy, vicious, un- 
faithful, gold-digging trollop who will 
betray anyone to be in the limelight 
with a winner. More importantly, it 
proves beyond any doubt that you 
can’t be trusted. And, after that teri- 
ble incident in Charlotte, it’s all too 
likely that you'll never be trusted by 
anyone again. Considering that you 
owe allegiance to no one but your- 
self, I wouldn't be a bit surprised if 
you've even got Flair himself won- 
dering how long you'll stick with 
him 


Stil, the whole ugly business, that 
you willingly compromised yourself, 
your ideals, and your principles (pro- 
vided you had any to begin with) to 
run in the fast lane with Flair, is 
dreadfully sad. So now you've come 
full circle. You’ve gone from being 
loved and adored to being hated and 
despised like the cheap, unloyal 
tramp you are. You’ve knocked your- 
self off the pedestal I foolishly put 
you on and wound up nght back in 
the gutter with your slimy acquaint- 
ances. Tell me, how does it feel to 
once again be the object of every- 
one’s wrath, something you've got 
only yourself to blame for? 

You've disappointed me greatly. I 
honestly believed that you were a 
decent, forthright lady. Obviously, I 
was mistaken, and the damage done 
by your deceit is both irreparable 
and unforgivable. 

JEFFREY C. BRANCH 
Philadelphia (1 
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If you missed out on the excitement of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
when it was on sale on the newsstand, have no fear:A limited 
number of copies are available through the mail, Each issue is jam-packed with 
profiles of the biggest superstars in wrestling. And, as a 
special bonus, each issue of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
contains a fabulous full-color pinup! Quantities are limited, 
so order yours today, 
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(Slaughter, Martel, Hogan, Rhodes, Valiant, JYD & Steamboat) 
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DRAW ANY PERSON 


in one minute! 
NO LESSONS! NO TALENT! 





New Amazing Invention —=—— 
—"'Magie Art Reproduc- 4 
er."' You can draw Your 
Family. Friends, ant 
mals, landseapes, build- 
ings, vases, bowls of 
fruit, copy photos, com 
ics, designs, maps, any 
thing - lLike An Artis! 
Even if Yeu CAN‘ 
DRAW A Straight Line! 
Anything you want to 
draw is automatically 
seen on any sheet of pa- 
per thru the ‘*Magic Art 
Reproducer."’ Then easi- 
ly follow the lines of 
the "Picture  Image'' 
with a pencil for an 
original ‘professional 
lookingg’' drawing. Also 
Artist's Conception reduces or enlarges. 
Send $598plus 95e! for 
NORTON PRODUCTS Gini and handling No 
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Shoots 50 Pellets 
From One Loading 
The UZI was developed in 
1949 and instantly ac 
Claimed a masterpiece by 
experts everywhere. This in 
ternational weapon is well = 

known for its many outstanding features, which include retiability, safety 
and compactness. Known for its excellent balance and comfortable hand- 
ling which allows rapid accurate firing power. The originals currently sell 
tor $2,500 or more 
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Free Gun Target Set 
Our version of this famous Middle East sub-machine gun comes with a 
free military target set for hours of enjoyment We also include free of 
charge 100 re-usable pellets. So order today! 30-DAY MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE, Send only $4.95 for one UZI, $7.90 for two. Add 95¢ for 
shipping and handling. World of Adventure, Inc, Dept. 612 


P.O. Box 1449, Pompano Beach, FL 33061. 


WEAK in MATH? 


New Short Cut Math Skills in Only Weeks 
—10 minutes a day _.. for Higher Pay Jobs 


BONUS! Pogket! So teccis, necro 
ve ” . _ 
Math-Wizard” Z 


Get the Right Answers ina 
Flash Without Paper or Pencil! 
Instant answers convert 
fractions into decimals, 
percentages and reverse 






Jimmy Snuka lies in a pool of blood after being driven face-first into the concrete floor in a vicious 
sneak-attack by Col. DeBeers in Las Vegas. DeBeers feels that as a white man it is his responsibility to 
rid the sport of “inferior races.” 








AWA’s superames—Stan Hansen, 
Rick Martel, and it, appears, even 
Scott Hall—have all left the area. 

CD: Did you feret-faced journalists 
ever consider why those big names 
left? Hansen was tight under the 
collar since the day I arrived to 
these shores. Your big rook Hall’s 
departure appeared to coincide with 
a rather brutal pasting I applied to 


your disposition toward the black 
race, you would jump at the chance 
of beating up on a Butch Reed or 
Junkyard Dog. 

EE: Yeah. What kind of coward are 
you, DeBeers? 

CD: Ha, ha, ha. In the military I 
routinely beat on blacks by the doz- 
en. The reason I’m here is to estab- 
lish South Africa’s presence in the 
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world of professional wrestling. And 
if you'll ask Scott Hall or Greg 
Gagne or Jimmy Snuka, I think 
they'll agree that South Africa is 
making its presence felt quite 
strongly. 

BA: I’ve spoken to Greg Gagne. He 
doesn’t feel you’ve made any pres- 
ence other than that of a typical nule- 
breaker. You’ve made no impression 
whatsoever. 

EE: The fact is Greg Gagne thinks 
you're very limited as a wrestler. His 
feeling is that he could turn you in- 
side out like a pretzel and teach you 
a lesson. 

CD: My feeling is that Greg Gagne 
will soon be forced to part with his 
cheekbones. 

BA: Some critics claim that you’ve 
become a big star only since the 


his black-loving hide. 

BA: Black-loving hide? 

CD: Yes. Scott Hall is a well-known 
Negro sympathizer, which accounts 
for the severity of the thrashing I 
gave him. I cannot allow radical 
thoughts to go unchecked. 

BA: I think you're crazy, DeBeers. 
EE: I know he’s crazy. 

CD: I’m not crazy, blokes. I’m try- 
ing to impart a philosophy vital to 
the perpetuation of free society. Mi- 
norities have no place in free soci- 
ety. If violence be a part of such 
philosophy, so much the better. I 
shall overcome. 

BA: DeBeers, in all my years as a 
wrestling journalist, I’ve never en- 
countered anybody as closeminded 
and awful as you. You're vile and 
despicable. O 


against D, A vs. E, A vs. F, B vs. D, B vs. E, 
B vs. F, C vs. D, C vs. E, and C vs. F. The 
addition of two men to a regular four-man 
tag team match means five additional 
matchups. Whether his style is scientific or 
brawling, each wrestler has his own per- 
sonality that makes the particular pairing 
unique. 

Now it's your tum to decide whether or 
not six-man championships are a good 
idea. Try to look at both sides of the ques- 
tion objectively before making your deci- 
sion. Remember, the fans’ opinions are tak- 
en very seriously by wrestlers, promoters, 
journalists, and everyone else connected 
with the sport. 

To make your voice heard, fill out the 


You Decide 
(Continued from page 45) 


moters throughout the country—including 
the World Class and World Championship 
areas— and will appear in the Summer is- 
sue of Wrestling 87. 


ALL FEDERATIONS SHOULD DECLARE 
SIX-MAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS 


@ Uniformity. If every federation had a six- 
man title, sixman teams could seek 
competiton and titles in different parts of 
the country. Fans in each area would also 
have a new standard for comparison, and 
the debate over which federation is the 
best would become much _ more 
interesting. 

® Viability. The World Class area has 
proven that a six-man title can be a crowd 


ballot below. Results will be sent to pro- 


STAN HANSEN SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN STRIPPED OF 
THE AWA TITLE 


The adage “every vote counts” has been proven correct once again, In an extremely 
close vote on the question posed in the Winter 1986 issue, 55 percent of the respon- 
dents said Stan Hansen should not have been stripped of the AWA title, while 45 
percent said he should have. The majority of respondents felt that a title should be 
decided in the ring, and not by one man’s decision. 

Lisa Cromer of Blacksburg, Virginia, wrote: “Hansen, in his own way, was a great 
champion. He never once backed down from any challenger. He defended his title 
against any and all opponents. Hulk Hogan can’t say that. Stan always defended his title 
one on one, he never used any outside interference, he didn’t need any help. You can’t 
say that about Ric Flair, so in a sense Hansen was the best anyone had to offer. He 
should still be champion, until he is pinned or submits inside the ring.” 

Thomas Snider of St. Paul, Minnesota, came down hard on AWA president Stanley 
Blackbum. “Give us Hansen and all the feuds that we true wrestling fans crave,” he 
wrote."If you don't bring back Hansen, I'll never go to any AWA promotion or even 
watch the shows. Titles are meant to be decided in the ring, not by one of Blackbum’s 
stupid whims.” 

Those who maintained that the AWA was correct in taking the title from Hansen hold 
their opinions just as strongly. “The fact of the matter is that Stan Hansen did arrive at the 
arena and then left,’ wrote Matthew Marcinko of Uniontown, Pennsylvania. ‘Had he, for 
example, called and said he was ill or couldn't make it to the arena, it might have been 
totally different. By ignoring a major title defense, he, as you have said, walked away 
from the title.” ; 

Although he agreed with the AWA's decision to strip Hansen of the title, Joseph 
Napolitano of Franklin, New Jersey, wrote that Nick Bockwinkel should not have been 
awarded the belt. “At least hold a one-night, elimination towmament for the vacant world 
title, or schedule a rematch between Bockwinkel and Hansen to determine who’s tnily 
worthy of upholding the most prestigious honor in the AWA, It’s bad enough that the 
AWA tag team belts have been tamished in recent months; it now looks like the AWA 
World title must suffer the same fate.” 





| Mail ballot to: You Decide/Wrestling 87 
| Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


| ( ) All federations should declare six-man tag team champions 
| (_) All federations should not declare six-man tag team champions 
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Krusher Khrushchev, Ivan Koloff, and Nikita Koloff 
decided without NWA approval that they were the 
six-man tag team champions two years ago. The 
championship was eventually made official, 
though it is not defended often. 


pleaser and a money-maker, if it's promot- 
ed properly. It is important to remember 
that the concept of four-man tag team 
matches met with the same cynicism years 
ago, and tag team wrestling has obviously 
become a major part of the sport. 
@Dimension. When four men wrestle in 
one match, there are many combinations of 
moves and holds. Add two more men and 
those combinations increase tenfold. The 
possibilities make for an intriguing and usu- 
ally unpredictable match. 


ALL FEDERATIONS SHOULD 
NOT DECLARE SIX-MAN TAG TEAM 
CHAMPIONS 


@Overabundance. There are already too 
many titles in wrestling. The more titles 
there are, the less respect each one is ac- 
corded, Most fans are tired of the prolifera- 
tion of belts. Also, if one title match on a 
card uses up six wrestlers, it greatly re- 
stricts the rest of the card. 

@ Chaos. Referees are busy enough in reg- 
ular tag team matches. In six-man matches, 
it is almost impossible for one ref to control 
the action. Most leagues cannot afford to 
have two or more refs work one contest, so 
a title match may not receive the proper 
officiating. 

@ Competition. Like the cruiserweight divi- 
sion in boxing, there are not enough quali- 
fied participants to make the six-man divi- 
sion competitive. With most wrestlers 
competing singly or in tag teams, how 
many good six-man combinations can be 
formed? One decent six-man team would 
be able to hold on to the belts for months, 
maybe years, without a serious 
challenge. Oo 
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spurned offers from dozens of colleges 
across the country and elected to stay 
close to home. Forty miles up the 
road, within cheering distance of his 
old high school, lay the University of 
Tampa. ‘‘Paul enjoyed the notoriety 
he received in high school,’’ recalls an 
old guidance counselor, ‘‘He liked the 
idea of being a hometown hero. By 
going to Tampa, he wished to continue 
the love affair he had with the city.’ 

Unfortunately, Tampa also tendered 
scholarship offers that year to future 
NFL stars Freddy Solomon and John 
Matuszak. Although Orndorff enjoyed 
a productive career at fullback, the 


Paul Orndorff 


(Continued from page 41) 


a former Brandon High School team- 
mate. ‘‘Paul was the man. Everyone 
looked up to him, respected him. The 
girls worshipped him. And the guys 
weren’t jealous. It was like we knew 
Paul deserved all the attention. He was 
special ... he was a cut above. 

“It came as a shock when he stayed 
at Tampa. We all thought he’d go to 
Penn State or Alabama or some big- 
time school. But after four years of 
watching him at Tampa, and then af- 
ter the cuts by KC and the Saints, you 
realize that Paul wasn’t as great as you 
thought he was. 

“But to know Paul is to know his 









As Hogan struts with the WWF World title belt, what is running through Omdorff's mind? Mr. Wonderful 


has never been content to be second-best in any facet of his life. 


spotlight he envisioned eluded him. 
While Solomon and Matuszak were 
drafted high to the NFL, Orndorff was 
picked up by the Kansas City Chiefs in 
a late round. Discouraged, Orndorff 
failed to make the team. A tryout the 
following year with the New Orleans 
Saints yielded a similar result. After an 
ill-fated season with the Jacksonville 
Sharks of the World Football League, 
and after months of painful self-analy- 
sis, Orndorff forsook the gridiron. It 
was a decision many people close to 
Orndorff say had a tremendous effect 
on his psyche. 

“You gotta understand what a foot- 
ball star in a small town is,” explained 
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dream—and that was to be recognized 
as the best around. Best football player 
. . . best wrestler . . . best bodybuilder. 
When he left football, it must have 
eaten him up inside.” . 

If football could not provide him 
the plateau he sought, then there must 
be some other field on which a six-foot 
tall, 253-pound man of chiseled muscle 
and uncanny balance could excel. Hiro 
Matsuda, Orndorff’s first professional 
trainer, recalls their initial meeting: 

“‘Never in my life had | met a man 
more committed to excellence,”’ said 
the man who would train Lex Lugar a 
decade later, ‘‘Orndorff had every trait 
necessary to succeed in the ring. Speed, 


quickness, and strength. But what 
stood out was his desire to be the best. 
And in some ways that desire worked 
against him.” 

Matsuda was right. By 1979, Orn- 
dorff and his partner Jimmy Snuka 
had captured the NWA World tag 
team title in the Mid-Atlantic area. But 
sharing titles interfered with Orndorff’s 
demand—his need—for individual rec- 
ognition, He was a big man, and big 
men required their own headlines. Par- 
adoxically, as much as Orndorff 
shunned his colleagues—preferring to 
eat, drink, socialize, and wrestle 
alone—his posture with the fans was 
subject to change. 

He was clearly a better wrestler on 
nights when the fans raised the roof in 
his support, which wasn’t very often. 
Despite his need for approval, his sing- 
leminded pursuit of glory made for 
some fairly barbaric ring tactics. Paul 
Orndorff was not averse to piledriving 
an already unconscious foe as a warn- 
ing to his next opponent. In these mo- 
ments, when the crowd mercilessly 
railed into him, /Orndorff would. stare 
perplexed, a terrible drawn-out groan 
rising from his guts, as if in some lac- 
erating pain, wondering: Why? Why 
are you screaming at me? All IT want 
to be is the best. 

Moving to Georgia, Orndorff quick- 
ly topped the ratings en route to cap- 
turing what would be the first of three 
National heavyweight titles. He even 
won the approval of the fans for a 
brief period of time. But in a_half- 
dozen encounters against Ric Flair for 
the NWA championship, Orndorff was 
unsuccessful. ‘tHe had no business 
wrestling Flair back then,’’ claims Mat- 
suda, ‘‘He wasn’t nearly experienced 
enough.” 

The truth is that Orndorff grew im- 
patient. The National title had whetted 
his appetite. Only a world champion- 
ship could satisfy his burgeoning ego. 
Stuck in a smothering fog of insecuri- 
ty, plagued with self-doubt and desper- 
ate to prove his critics wrong, Orn- 
dorff’s drive for a world title became a 
frenzied cry. 

After moving to the WWF, Orn- 
dorff relented to Roddy Piper’s offer 
to be his adviser, reasoning that riding 
Piper’s sadistic coattails would be the 
quickest way to establish his name and 
credibility. In this assumption he was 
correct. Together with Piper and Cow- 
boy Bob Orton, Orndorff became one 


of the federation’s most feared rule- 
breakers. And because of his physique, 
he was immediately perceived by the 
press as a natural threat to Hulk 
Hogan. 

Given the ability of hindsight, it 
would have been much easier if Orn- 
dorff had never became invovled with 
Piper and his retinue of maniacs. At 
the conclusion of WrestleMania 1, hav- 
ing been cast adrift in front of a 
worldwide audience, he found himself 
loathing Piper and loathing Piper’s 
lackey Orton, his former best friend, 
almost as much. 

Worse, a few weeks later before a 
national television audience, he stared 
unbelievably at the offered handshake 
of Hulk Hogan—the man he came 
here to destroy, whose place in the 
hearts of fans he intended to replace. 
What goes through a man’s head when 
his entire perspective is thrown askew? 
Ignoring every warning signal his mind 
could muster, Orndorff shook the 
hand—and waited more than a year to 
discover his mistake. 

Contrary to published reports, Paul 
Orndorff was not blinded by the in- 
stant popularity his relationship with 
Hulk Hogan effected—and_ under- 
standing that is central to deciphering 
Orndorff’s character. ‘‘He thought he 
could be as popular as Hogan,”’ laughs 
former WWF wrestler David Shultz. 
‘“*T remember him saying that to me in 
a clinch. He told me he was going to 
be the most popular wrestler in the 
world.”’ 

Given Hogan’s legions of fans, Orn- 
dorff’s expectations were hardly rea- 
sonable, Yet when he failed to generate 
an equal amount of support, Orndorff 
was genuinely surprised. His unflappa- 
ble belief in himself wavered. He 
thought he could be a better Hulk Ho- 
gan than Hulk Hogan, and when he 
failed, rather than panicking as he 
might have done years before, he re- 
solved to amend the situation. 

e 

And now, having trounced Hogan 
from one end of the arena to the oth- 
er, hearing the frightened squeals of 
Hogan fans begging for mercy, Paul 
Orndorff zeroed in for the kill. 

A left fist to Hogan’s receding hair- 
line knocked the champ across the 
ring. Swinging wildly, Hogan tried 
blindly to retaliate, but Orndorff easily 
sidestepped his rush. The referee 
didn’t. Caught in the whirling swell of 
action, the official avoided an Orn- 
dorff elbow, but walked straight into 
Hogan’s outstretched forearm. He 

(Continued on page 62) 
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Did you miss out on Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s nek Color Specials 5, 6, & 7? Well, here’s 
a second chance to have wall-to-wall super color excitement! We are now offering a three-pack 
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Paul Orndorff 


(Continued from page 61) 





Omdorff rattles the champion with a devastating 
kneedrop to the head. 


went down in a heap. 

Meanwhile, Orndorff had readied 
Hogan for a piledriver from which he 
would not escape. Down went his 
head, up his legs and crunch! Hogan’s 
neck seemed to snap into his chest, a 
muffled cry escaped his lips. Lifeless he 
lay, bearing a sickly resemblance to 
one of his toy dolls. The crowd buzzed 
with concern and anticipation. 

It is a tribute to his exceptional al- 
lure as an athlete (Orndorff was not 
without his fans) that scattered ap- 
plause littered the Sports Arena, Orn- 
dorff stared at his defeated opponent, 
his glare saying this time, why be Hulk 
Hogan? I’m better than Hulk Hogan. 
He then laid across Hogan’s massive 
frame for the pin. 

@ 

A better ending a driving, gritty-eyed 
story could never hope to have. The 
King is dead; long live the King. But, 
of course, timing has never been one 
of Paul Orndorff’s strong suits. While 
he pinioned Hogan’s shoulders to the 
mat for three and five and /iffeen sec- 
onds the referee lay on the ring fringe 
barely conscious. 

Finally, Orndorff left Hogan to re- 
vive him, giving the champ enough 
time to collect his senses. With all par- 
ticipants once again fresh, Orndorff 
was unable to repeat his advantage. He 
eventually lost the match on a 
disqualification. 

Thus, in the course of 15 minutes, 
Paul Orndorff and Hulk Hogan un- 
derwent two orders of simultaneous 
experience so different from one an- 
other it is incredible to even contem- 
plate. For Hogan, it was business as 
usual, again escaping with his belt 
against a clearly superior opponent. 

And for Paul Orndorff it too was 
business as usual. The right moves, the 
wrong times; all of the skills, but none 
of the luck. [ 





INFOCENTER 


Do you have a wrestling history question? A question about wrestling’s 
current events? How about a technical question regarding the rules of the 
sport? In each issue, Wrestling 87’s research department will provide the 

answers. Send your questions to: 


InfoCenter 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


alve always heard about Verme 

mGagne being a great amateur 
wrestler, but I don’t know anything about 
his amateur career. Can you give me 
some information?—Bob Clemmons, Los 
Angeles 
Arg: wrestling fans know, of 

m course, that Verne Gagne is a leg- 
endary AWA star, and the only man, to 
hold any world title nine times. (The clos- 
est anyone comes to Veme’s nine AWA 
belts is Harley Race, who held the NWA 
title seven times.) Gagne was a superla- 
tive amateur wrestler in his day, having 
captured three NCAA championships in 
the 19l-pound weight class while attend- 
ing the University of Minnesota from 1946 
through 1948. He also represented the 
U.S. in the 1948 Olympic Games. 

a Who was the first masked wres- 

atler ever?—Johnny Anderson, 

tlanta 

Brkccorizs to Grame Kent's; A 

a Pictonal History, of Wrestling 
(1968, Spring Books), the first masked 
grappler was a man by the name of Mort 
Henderson. In 1915, Henderson wrestled 
under the name The Masked Marvel in 
order to bolster a sagging career. The 
Masked Marvel was unmasked by then- 
NWA World champion Joe Stecher in a 
January 1916 match that saw the Marvel 
lose two falls in less than 20 minutes. 
The loss precipitated the unmasking. 
Henderson, while being the first masked 
wrestler ever, therefore also holds the 
dubious distinction of being the first 
masked wrestler to be unmasked in a 
professional match. 

a! would like to write to some of 

mmy favorite wrestlers, but I don't 
know where to address my mail. Should I 
write to my local arena? Should I send 
mail in care of a wrestling magazine? Is 
there a specific address I can send my 
letter to be sure that the wrestler will re- 
ceive it?—Richard Feder, Fort Lee, NJ 
AYE should address your letter or 

= postcard to the office of the feder- 
ation for which your favorite star wrestles. 
Be sure the wrestler’s name appears 
clearly above the address for the specific 
office to which you're sending your letter. 
Mail for World Championship area stars 


such as Ric Flair, Dusty Rhodes, Nikita 
Koloff, or Tully Blanchard can be ad- 
dressed to: Jim Crockett Promotions, 421 
Briarbend Drive, Charlotte, North Caroli- 
na, 28206 ... Letters and cards to WWF 
stars such as Hulk Hogan, Randy Savage, 
Paul Omdorff, or Roddy Piper should be 
addressed to: World Wrestling Federa- 
tion, 81 Holly Hill Lane, Greenwich, Con- 
necticut, 06830 ... Fans of AWA wres- 
tling can write to grapplers like Jimmy 
Snuka, Col. DeBeers, Nick Bockwinkel, or 
Larry Zbyszko at this address: American 
Wrestling Association, 10001 Wayzata 
Blvd., Minneapolis, Minnesota, 55348 ... . If 
you want to get in touch with UWF stars 
such as Terry Gordy, Eddie Gilbert, Mi- 
chael Hayes, or Missy Hyatt, you can 
write to: Universal Wrestling Federation, 
116 West Breckenridge, Bixby, Oklahoma, 
74008 ... If you would like to wnite to 
World Class area wrestlers like the Von 
Erichs, Brian Adias, Steve Simpson, or 
Buzz Sawyer, address your mail to them 
at: World Class Championship Wrestling, 
Dallas Sportatorium, 1000 S. Industrial 
Blvd., Dallas, Texas, 75207 ... To reach 
Florida area stars like Lex Lugar, Kendall 
Windham, Ron Simmons, or Ron Bass, 
write to Championship Wrestling From 
Florida, Tampa Sportatonum, 106 North 
Albany, Tampa, Florida, 33606. 

n lve always viewed Gordon Solie 

mas being the best broadcaster in 
professional wrestling. Can you tell me 
when Gordon broke into calling the 
matches?—Stu Michaels, New Rochelle, 
NY 

a Cordon, who had wanted to be a 

mradio personality ever since he 
was a youth, worked for several radio and 
television stations in the years after World 
War II. In 1950, a new wrestling program 
was starting up on Tampa, Flornida’s Chan- 
nel 13. Gordon was to provide color com- 
mentary for blow-by-blow announcer 
“Salty” Sol Fleischman. After three weeks, 
Fleischman discovered that he couldn't 
remain very calm around excitable wres- 
tlers, and he quit, leaving Solie on his 
own. Extensive details of Solie’s early 
broadcasting career are available in Gor- 
don Solie:; Master Of The Ring (1984, 
North River Press, Inc.). 





A SECOND 
CHANCE TO 
CATCH 


“THE 
BIG ONE” 


i. seanenspinorern niente teem 


The year-end issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated is 
always the most anticipated wrestling magazine of 
the year. And the 1985 year-end issue (March 
1986 cover date) was the best one we ever 
published. At 92 pages, it was our biggest 
magazine ever and, in addition to the year-end 
features PW/ readers have come to expect, it 
contained eight full-color pages. We have limited 
supplies of this newsstand sell-out, so don’t be 
disappointed twice. Order your copy today. Only 
$5.00. 


Make check or money order payable 
and send to: 

TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please rush me copies of the 
March issue of PW/. | enclose $5.00 
for each one | am ordering. 





Name 





Address 





City 





State Zip 





U.S. funds only. All other countries $7.00. 
Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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RATINGS 


Ratings for the Top 10 and for Tag Teams are based on 
won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, 
and the inherent skill of each wrestler. Most Hated and 
Most Popular ratings are based on nationwide surveys of 
wrestling fans and on mail that comes to our offices. Other 
categories are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, 
promoters, and reporters, with the number one positions 
being awarded to the major champion in each regional 
category as of press time. 


TOP10 
6—LEX LUGAR 


Southern champion 


1—RIC FLAIR 
NWA World champion 
2—HULK HOGAN 7—PAUL ORNDORFF 
WWF World champion No. 1 contender: WWF 
3—NIKITA KOLOFF ne 
U.S. heavyweight champion eee Eat 
4—RANDY SAVAGE fork lass champion 
WWF Intercontinental champion 9—RICK STEAMBOAT 


5—NICK BOCKWINKEL 


AWA World champion litle 


10—DUSTY RHODES 


NWA 


World Champion: RIC FLAIR 243, Minneapolis, MN 
1—NIKITA KOLOFF 6—BARRY WINDHAM 
275, Moscow, Russia 236, Sweetwater, TX 
2—DUSTY RHODES 7—ARN ANDERSON 
302, Austin, TX 249, Minneapolis, MN 
3—TULLY BLANCHARD 8—SAM HOUSTON 
235, San Antonio, TX 222, Waco, TX 
4—LEX LUGAR 9—WENDELL COOLEY 
280, Chicago, IL 220, Milton, FL 


5—RONNIE GARVIN 10—DICK MURDOCH 
231, Montreal, Quebec 270, Waxahachie, TX 


WWF 
World Champion: HULK HOGAN 302, Venice Beach, CA 


No. 2 contender: NWA title 


No. 1 contender: WWF I-C 


TAG TEAMS 


1—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
No. 2 contenders to NWA tag team title 


2—THE ROCK ‘N’ ROLL EXPRESS 
NWA World tag team champions 


3—THE BRITISH BULLDOGS 
WWF World tag team champions 


4—THE FANTASTICS 
No. 1 contenders to UWF tag team title 


5—OLE & ARN ANDERSON 
No. 1 contenders to NWA tag team title 


6—PLAYBOY BUDDY ROSE & DOUG SOMERS 
AWA World tag team champions 


7—LANCE VON ERICH & DINGO WARRIOR 


World Class tag team champions 
8—THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 
No. 3 contenders to NWA tag team title 


9—THE MIDNIGHT ROCKERS 


No. 1 contenders to AWA tag team title 


10—LEROY BROWN & BILL IRWIN 
UWF tag team champions 


AWA 

World Champion: NICK BOCKWINKEL 245, Beverly Hills, CA 
1—LARRY ZBYSZKO 6—JOHNNY RICH 

248, Pittsburgh, PA 238, Hendersonville, TN 
2—COL. DeBEERS 7—BORIS ZUKHOV 

265, Cape Town, South Africa 254, Leningrad, Russia 
3—CURT HENNIG 8—BRAD RHEINGANS 

235, Minneapolis, MN 284, Albuquerque, NM 
4—JIMMY SNUKA 9—KEN TIMBS 

251, Fiji Islands 235, Atlanta, GA 


5—SILO SAM 10—NINJA GO 
461, Baltimore, MD 238, Japan 


1—RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 


2—PAUL ORNDORFF 

253, Brandon, FL 
3—RODDY PIPER 

231, Glasgow, Scotland 
4—JAKE ROBERTS 

246, Stone Mountain, GA 


5—HERCULES HERNANDEZ 
275, Tampa, FL 


6—RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, Hl 
7—JOHN STUDD 
364, Los Angeles, CA 
8—TITO SANTANA 
245, Tocula, Mexico 
9—BILLY JACK HAYNES 
245, Portland, OR 


10—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 
274, Sunset Beach, HI 


1—NIKITA KOLOFF 


275, Moscow, Russia 
2—TULLY BLANCHARD 
235, San Antonio, TX 
3—ARN ANDERSON 
249, Minneapolis, MN 
4—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 


5—DICK MURDOCH 
270, Waxahachie, TX 
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6—RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 
7—RONNIE GARVIN 

231, Montreal, Quebec 
8—KRUSHER KHRUSHCHEV 

303, Thief River Falis, MN 
9—BRAD ARMSTRONG 

226, Marietta, GA 


10—OLE ANDERSON 
256, Minneapolis, MN 


1—SHERRI MARTEL 
132, New Orleans, LA 


2—MISTY BLUE SIMMES 
118, Glens Falls, NY 
3—WENDI RICHTER 
142, Dallas, TX 
4—FABULOUS MOOLAH 
138, Columbia, SC 


5—KAT LeROUX 
120, New Orleans, LA 


1—ONE MAN GANG 
468, Chicago, IL 


2—TERRY GORDY 

289, Chattanooga, TN 
3—BUDDY ROBERTS 

247, Del City, OK 
4—TED DiBIASE 

247, Omaha, NB 


5—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, Glens Falls, NY 


6—LINDA DALLAS 
109, Dallas, TX 
7—CANDI DIVINE 
127, Nashville, TN 
8—VELVET McINTYRE 
135, Dublin, Ireland 


9—LELANI KAI 
127, Honolulu, HI 


10—DEBBIE COMBS 


138, Ft. Campbell, KY 


6—TERRY TAYLOR 
225, Vero Beach, FL 


7—STEVE WILLIAMS 
265, Tulsa, OK 
8—RICK STEINER 
265, Detroit, MI 
9—STING 
270, parts unknown 


10—SAVANNAH JACK 
246, Savannah, GA 








RATINGS 


WORLD CLASS 


1—KEVIN VON ERICH 6—BRIAN ADIAS 
239, Denton, TX 238, Denton, TX 

2—BUZZ SAWYER 7—DINGO WARRIOR 
240, St. Petersburg, FL 280, Queens, NY 

3—LANCE VON ERICH 8—STEVE SIMPSON 
260, Arlington, TX South Africa 


4—CRUSHER YURKOF 9—MIKE VON ERICH 
390, Mt. Laurel, NJ 221, Denton, TX 


5—ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 10—AiL MADRIL 
360, Sudan 235, Los Angeles, CA 


MID-SOUTHERN 


6—AUSTIN IDOL 
240, Las Vegas, NV 


7—HILLBILLY ELMER 

406, Philadelphia, MS 
8—DIRTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
9—JEFF JARRETT 

200, Hendersonville, TN 


10—BOY TONY 
231, St. Louis, MO 


1—JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 


2—BIG BUBBA 
407, San Antonio. TX 


3—TOMMY RICH 


232, Hendersonville, TN 
4—TRACY SMOTHERS 
236, Atlanta, GA 


5—AIKO SATO 
238, Tokyo, Japan 


MOST POPULAR 


1—HULK HOGAN 6—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
302, Venice Beach, CA 280, Glens Falls, NY 


2—NIKITA KOLOFF 7—TERRY TAYLOR 
275, Moscow, Russia 225, Vero Beach, FL 

3—RODDY PIPER 8—LANCE VON ERICH 
231, Glasgow, Scotland 260, Arlington, TX 

4—DUSTY RHODES 9—BARRY WINDHAM 
302, Austin, TX 236, Sweetwater, TX 


5—LEX LUGAR 10—STEVE WILLIAMS 
280, Chicago, IL 265, Tulsa, OK 


For period ended November 19, 1986 


FLORIDA 


6—KAREEM MUHAMMAD 
297, Africa 
7—ED GANTNER 
269, Tampa, FL 
8—RON SIMMONS 
260, Perry, GA 
9—CHRIS CHAMPION 
228, Tasmania 


10—THE FALCON 


250, parts unknown 


1—LEX LUGAR 
280, Chicago, IL 


2—BARRY WINDHAM 
236, Sweetwater, TX 
3—RON BASS 
265, Pampa, TX 
4—HACKSAW HIGGINS 
320, Buffalo, NY 


5—KENDALL WINDHAM 
220, Sweetwater, TX 


CONTINENTAL 


1—KEVIN SULLIVAN 6—STEVE ARMSTRONG 
235, Boston, MA 234, Marietta, GA 


2—EXOTIC ADRIAN STREET 7—JIMMY GOLDEN 
227, South Wales 234, Montgomery, AL 
3—WENDELL COOLEY 8—TOM PRITCHARD 
220, Milton, FL 220, Houston, TX 
4—THE BULLET 9—ROBERT FULLER 
234, parts unknown 238, Dyresburg, TN 
5—TONY ANTHONY 10—SHEIK ABDULLAH 
248, New Orleans, LA 242, Saudi Arabia 


MOST HATED 


1—PAUL ORNDORFF 6—JIM GARVIN 
253, Brandon, FL 235, Tampa, FL 


2—RANDY SAVAGE 7—JAKE ROBERTS 

245, Sarasota, FL 246, Stone Mountain, GA 
3—RIC FLAIR 8—EDDIE GILBERT 

243, Minneapolis, MN 222, Lexington, TN 
4—COL. DeBEERS 9—BRIAN ADIAS 

265, Cape Town, South Africa 238, Denton, TX 


5—TERRY GORDY 10—RICK RUDE 
289, Chattanooga, TN 246, Robbinsdale, MN 


ANALYSIS 


Welcome women: Our sister publi- 
cations have had Top 10 Women rat- 
ings for a few months now, but this is- 
sue marks the first edition of Wrestling 
87to feature the ladies. 

A few championships should be 
pointed out, as the underlines to the 
ratings provide weights and home 
towns: Shem Martel is the AWA wom- 
en's champion, Misty Blue Simmes 
holds both the U.S. and IWF women’s 
championships, Wendi Richter is the 
current WWC women’s champion, 
and The Fabulous Moolah remains 
the WWF women’s champion. 

The Top 10 Women ratings are a 
permanent replacement for the Pacif- 
ic Northwest area ratings as of this 
issue. 








Ya gotta love ‘em! You'll notice 
quite a big change in our Most Hated 
and Most Popular ratings if you com- 
pare last issue’s rankings to this is- 
sue’s: Nikita Koloff, the subject of this 
issue’s cover story, was rated number 
two in the Most Hated category in the 
Winter 1986 Wrestling 86; in this issue, 
“The Russian Nightmare” is rated 
number two—in the Most Popular rat- 
ings! What a difference a few months 
can make! 


Mail: We enjoy reading your reac- 
tions to our ratings. Send any com- 
ments or questions about our ratings 
system to “Ratings Analysis” c/o 
Wrestling 87, Box 48, Rockville Cen- 
tre, New York, 11571 | 
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THIS JUSTIN... 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated's year-end Achievement '86 awards have 
been announced, and there have been several surprises. The Road 
Warriors, who many thought would win an unprecedented fourth 
straight award for Tag Team of the Year, were edged out by The 
Rock 'n' Roll Express. Roddy Piper, who was 1985's Most Hated 
Wrestler, was voted 1986's Most Popular Wrestler, edging out Hulk 
Hogan. And Ric Flair captured his third straight (fourth overall) 
accolade as Wrestler of the Year. Further details on these, and 
on all 10 Achievement '86 awards, are available in the March 1987 


edition of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, now on sale. 


Sam Houston won the vacant Central States title by defeating Bill 
Dundee in the final round of a tournament in St. Louis on 
November 16. In the first round, Houston defeated Tully Blanchard 
by disqualification, while Dundee scored a victory over Robert 
Gibson. In the second round, Houston defeated Arn Anderson (who 
had beaten David Petersen in round one), while Dundee scored a 
victory over Todd Champion (who had downed Teijho Khan in round 
one). Houston's final-round title victory was a clean pinfall 
with no controversy. The title had been declared vacant in 
September when former champion Bulldog Bob Brown sustained an 
injury at the hands of ''The American Dream'' Dusty Rhodes. 


Scott Hall reports that he is leaving the AWA, and will! 
eventually sign a contract to wrestle either in the UWF or the 
WWF. ''I'm examining my options right now,"' Hall told Wrestling 


87, ‘'and I want to be sure that the move I make jis the right one 
for my career.'' Hall went on to explain that the situation in 
the AWA ''is just intolerable to me right now. I haven't been able 
to get the shots at the World title that I want, and I wasn't 
pleased with the way Curt Hennig and I were denied rematches 
after we lost the World tag team belts on that strange countout 
ruling. So it's time to move elsewhere.'' Ironically, a story in 
this issue of Wrestling 87 describes Hall as "'the man most 
likely to save the AWA, provided he stays in that federation." 
Apparently, Hall will not have that opportunity. 


Lance Von Erich and Dingo Warrior have captured the World Class 
tag team championship following a bout in Ft. Worth, Texas, 


against the team of Matt Borne and Master Gee. The former 
champions were Borne and Buzz Sawyer, but Sawyer failed to show 
up for the bout and was replaced by Master Gee (formerly known as 
George Welles). The match degenerated into a wild melee as all 
four men entered the ring. When Sawyer and Gee were assisted by 
Manager Percy Pringle, referee Rick Hazzard ruled a 
disqualification. The match plus the championship belts were 
awarded to Lance and Dingo, as World Class rules allow titles to 
change hands on disqualifications. Pringle has filed a formal 
protest with the World Class Wrestling Association, claiming that 
since Sawyer was replaced by Master Gee, the championship should 
not have been at stake. No word yet on a decision from World 
Class officials. 
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‘Start your own money making business! | 


Make up to °26" an hour— 
even While learning ! 7:57 


Get into this booming high-profit business that’s 
Easy to learn —Easy to do—Easy on You! 


Never before have money-making opportunities been so No Extra included With Your 
great for qualified Locksmiths, Now lucrative regular cost! Locksmith Training 
lock and key business has multiplied a thousandfold as BURGLAR 
millions seek more protection against zooming crime. ALARM 
Yet there’s only one Locksmith for every 17,000 people! ead SECURITY 
Start Collecting CASH PROFITS Right Away BYsrTaws 


training. Covers 

You're in “business” ready to earn $10 to $26.00 an hour a all phases of 

few days after you begin Foley-Belsaw’s shortcut training. Burglar, Hold-Up 

; ~ and Fire Alarm 

Take advantage of today's unprecedented opportunjties, in servicing and in- 
locksmithing for year - round EXTRA INCOME in spare time 
— or fulltime in a high-profit business of your own. Hundreds 





stallation. This 
valuable and 
timely instruction 


we've trained have done it. So can YOU! All tools plus profes- includes all special tools and 
sional Key Machine given you with course. These plus prac- supplies. ONLY Foley-Belsaw offers 
A . ; le. j such extensive training in this 
tice materials and equipment plus simp e, illustrated lessqns, rapidly expanding field as a part of 
plus expert supervision, plus business byilding guidance will your Locksmith training 


enable you the KEEP THE MONEY COMING IN! Ideal for re- 


tirement — good jobs, too ADVANCED Locksmithing! 
: a How to change combinations, in- 


| stall and service Safe, Vault and 


SEND FOR EXCITING FACTS—No Obligation Bank Sate-Deposit Box locks, 
Discover what's in Locksmithing for you —/now Foley-Belsaw’s Master You'll find it fascinating and high- 
Locksmith-approved training can give you the skill you can depend on ly profitable work. 


to EARN MORE — ENJOY LIFE MORE 


have succeeded in this fascinating AU REGUIE ENS: eels 


and highly profitable field. . . Ae | * Ve 


“Before enrolling | checked 
other courses and also asked ; ils! \ 


Sor advice from several 

Dedigeliic in eae They THIS PRO KE 

adh eae dd up to $200 

pid Se a MACHINE IS < month he a fine 
YOURS TO KEEP! e and it won't cost you a pen- 


and has the most 
ny extra with your training. we 


versatile Key 

Machine. : 
Find out all about it! Send for FREE Facts TODAY! ae 

Just fill in and mail coupon below (or RUSH 





Hundreds of Foley-Belsaw trained men ie <i | : ALL SPECIAL TOOLS 
¥ fakes y) Sf 
4 2 












Machine can alone © 





“I always 
wanted to be in 


business for myself send postcard) to receive full information FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 
ree He lam... and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! COUPON! foe Field Papel S eT 
thanks to = = 

Foley Belaw There js NO OBLIGATION and NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 
nstitute. 





RUSH COUPON TODAY 
FOR THIS FACT-FILLED 


FREE 


BOOKLET! 


Tells how you quickly Name 
train to be your own boss 
in a profitable Sparetime 


Address__ i 
or Fulltime business of i 


David Fairbrother—Dave’s Locksmith Service BELSAW INSTITUTE Y FOUEY \ 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 Vi037 FIELD PIE DENS UTy 

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 

_) YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 

gives full details about starting my own business in 

Locksmithing. | understand there is no obligation 

and that no salesman will call. 


“I opened my own business, spare 
time, seven months after | enrolled and 


made a profit of $329 for the first week.” f 





B. A. Deberry Littleton, Colorado 


“ 





“No more hard, nasty work for me. 
Now I have my own business and with 
hardly any effort I average around $50 
a day. Thanks for my new start in life.” 
Sam Walker Prichard, Alabama 
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details on our 30-Day 
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This is the biggest offer in wrestling. A 4 a giant,“Spage, 22" x 32” eciieme.gon 
pack of our giant Super Color Specials is (four times the, size of a regular P 
perfect for every wrestling fan. Each Super centerfold)! In all, you receive more hada 
Color Special contains articles and news on , square feet of colorful wrestling ete: 
' the top stars in the sport. But [yPRO ( é | 7 - Rind the best news of all is 
the biggest thrill is when you (KAT (al ‘the price. You receive send 
unfold this magazine: Each | 
Super Color Special features 





Yes! I want four Super Color Specials. 
I enclose $10 for each 4-pack I’m ordering. 


Name 


Address 


Ci ke Ne Slate} Zip 


Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. U.S. funds only. All other countries $14. 








